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EN Men afhrm Truth 
or oppoſe Emvr at the 
Preſs, it has been long 
MM ſince thought propet 
| to do it under 1 ic 
vour of ſome able Friend to the 
one, and Adverſary to the others For 
en "£3 | Which 


ſtring in the higheſt Offices of State, 


(ir) 


which Reaſon, he moſt recommends 
himſelf to my Choice, as having a 
good Title to that Character, whoſe 
extraordinary Abilities natural and 


acquired have form'd him for mini: 


and whoſe Friendſhip to Truth has 
been teſtified by a moſt remarkable 
Improvement of his Occaſions to pro- 
mote the Good of the Church. 

To you, Sir, this bright Character 
appertains, in you thoſe great Condi- 
tions of my Choice are to be found. 


And therefore, with a Pleaſure pro- 
portioned to my high Eſteem, I take 
this Opportunity ſo to acknowledge; 
begging Leave, Sir, while I publiſh 
theſe few Sheets, to aſſume the Ho- 


nour, of being known to the Reader 


as under your Protection. 


— „ — ——— 


I own it, Sy, a gregt Ambition in, 
5 me, 


* 


(6.8) 
me, to do that which may bring 2 
ſmall Performance of mine under your 
Notice; your's, who have ſhined in 
all the high Stations wherein you have 
appeared, and magnified the great 
Offices you have been veſted with, 
as being celebrated for the Equity of 
the Bench,and Eloquence of the Bar, and 
for all the great Abilities belonging to 
both; and who, as the fam'd Roman 
Senator, illuſtrious in Hiſtory for ha- 
ving demitted his Intereſt or Autho- 
rity in the Senate, that, for the Ser- 
vice of the Commonwealth, he might 
come to the Bar, have, in like Manner, 
paſs d from your Seat in one Court, 
where Statutes are only applied, to that 
ſupreme One, where Laws are framed : 
So that, Sir, your ſimilar Practice, in 
ſeveral Views of it, has brightned the 
Memory, and revived the Honour of 
that noble Roman. „ i 


My Deſire, Sr, in pu 
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(vi 9 
fmall Treatiſe, being that the Name 
which is above every Name may be re- 
membred, by thoſe a whoſe 
Office it is to har his: Name to the Gen- 
tiles, and chat in Sermons it mighe 
be as Ointment poured forth, as it is in 
the ſacred Text; 1 bt vot of your 
overlooking the imperftctions of this 
Eſlay, as being an cen Meats for 
wary — End. 0 ? . 


15 


of this, Sr, Top the more 
perſwaded, chat with Pleaſure I have 
liſtened, on . ſome ſpecial Occaſions 
well known to the Church, while you 
have expteſſed yourſelf — for 
the Honour 1 that worthy Now by 
which only we can be ſaved, and pled the 
Cauſe of Truth againſt every Propo- 
fition that had a heretical Sound, and 
eſpecially ſuch as could be taken in 
an Arian Senſe: And having been 
Witneſs to the Teſtimony you have 


Dien to the Honour of the Son, in 
ö whom 


——— — — — — — 


(vi) 


hom the Father loves to be plorifed, 
I find a repeated Satisfaction to nax- 
rate it, while I remember with what 


Brightneſs you, diſplayed thoſe extra- 
ardinary Talents for Him, which you 
received from blim, l 5483 


Mor happy, how hopeſul, and 
how delighiſul an Employment is 
it, to ſpeak or write with a ſincere 
Aim 


at the Honour of his bleſſed 
Name! ſeeing ſuch may be ſure of 
being accepted of Him, and confeſſed 
by Him, for his own Name and Rigbh- 
teouſneſs Sake only, notwithſtanding 


all the Imperfections of their Perſons 


or Performances: And, in the Hope 
of ſeeing his Face with Joy, how chear- 
fully may a Man bear ſuch Cenſures 
as are paſt upon him in any ſuch At- 
dungs do fo. ham Service? 


conclude, Sir, with a Pleaſure to 
think, that, ſeeing the Church does 
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(viii 
miſs you in one Court, ſhe finds you in 
mother, which is ſuperior: And Ihears 
tily wiſh, that Abundance of Grace 
may excite you to aim at the Lord's 
Glory, in ſeeking Jeruſalem's Good, ac- 
cording to the Call of Providence, 
n you ſit as Judge; and that 
at laſt you may ſhine in mputed Rigb- 
teonſneſs, when you ſtand in the Judgs 
ment, at the Appearance of the great aud 


only Potentate, who in bis Times is to ſhew 


himself KING OF KINGS AND 
LORD OF LORDS. So prayeth, 


„„ 
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= 5:13 Jour moſt bumble, and 
82 moſt affectionate Servant, 


\ ' 
___- Jon FonRbxsG. 


oa 
% 
2 ©. * 


+ ww An 


7 


-— WF 5 cs e 


e 1 TI X. i. 8. 
But we know that the 
Man uſe it lawfully. 


=mAWS in their Propriety being the 
Bites of Juſtice, and Juſtice in 
its Perfection an Attribute of the 


LEES ſupreme Lawgiver and impartial 
= 254 Judge; it is a fearful Thing for 


ws have incurred his Juſtice, 70 fa 
nto the Hands of the living God : And ſeeing by ihe 
Deeds of the Law no Fleſp can be juſtified, not any 


pther Way than by his Obedience unto Death Who 


ade Interceſſion for the Tranſgreſſors, it is there- 
ore a guilty Thing for ſuch who by Office are Mini- 
ers of the Goſpel, to teach the Doctrine of the Law, 


or Righteouſneſs to every one that beliveth. This is 
Blood-guiltineſs itſelf, a concealing the King's Re- 


ruſt to be revealed; as the Apoſtle ſays of the Go- 


God committed to his Truſt. 


Ar 
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Law is good, if a 


ilty Men, who by breaking his 


without ſhowing Men who is the End of the Law 


miſſion from condemned Men, when tis given in 
Ipel in the 11. v. calling it the glorious Goſpel of be 


that to conceal the everlaſting Righceouſneſi now 
ut in, for which — juſtifies the Ungodly,, is a” 
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Kind of Treaſon againſt the great King, and in a Sort 


the Murdering of his Subjects. | 


And therefore, that Timothy might be free of the 
Blood of all Men, and innocent of fo great a 'Tranſ- 
greſſion; that he might not imitate thoſe criminal 
Teachers who delivered the Law in Neglect of the 

_ Goſpel ; he writes him as in the Context, and not only 
diſſwades him from imitating ſo deſective Patterns, but 
ſets him allo a bright Example of preaching the Go- 
ſpel, that he might follow his Steps; as in the 15. v. 

his ts a faithful! Saying,. and worthy of all Accep- 
ration, That Jeſus Chriſt came into the World, to 
ſave Sinners, of whom I am chief. 

But, that the Apoltle's Doctrine might take the 
more readily with Timothy his own Sn in the Faith, 


he firſt aſcertains his Apoſtolical Authority from the 


Divinity of its Original in the Command of God our 
Saviour, and Zora Feſus Chriſt our Hope, as he ex- 
preſſes it; and, being warmed with the Mention of 
thoſe dear and delightful Names and Titles, he ſalutes 
Timothy with Grace, Mercy and Peace, from the Pity 


of ſuch a Father, the Bowels of ſuch a Brother, and 


the Authority of ſuch a Lord, their ſure and alſufficient 
Help, as well as their common Hope. 1 1 
ext, he reminds him, that as the Edification 
of the Church depended fo much upon the Subſtance 
and Savour of the Goſpel in Sermons, ſo he had be- 
ſought him to abide ſome While at Epheſus, to enjoin 
ſome to preach no other Doctrine for Goſpel than that 


Which he had received of the Lord Jeſus, and delive- 
red unto them, and not to give Heed to Fables and 


Gznealogies of ſuch a Kind as could reach no profi- 
table 'End to the Hearer, . nor be finiſhed by the 
Preacher. 14 1 

But, as thoſe Fables and unprofitable Traditions came 
ſhort of Goſpel-purpoles, and could neither affect the 


Heart with Love to God or Man, but miniſter or oc- 
ſion uſeleſs and unanſwerable Queſtions inſtead of 


romoting Concord; ſo to obey the Command, and 
fil the Commiſſion of preaching the Goſpel py 


— 


( 
reaches the great End def a Vanities fell ſhort ; 


ſeeing it both commands and tends to Love and Cha- 


rity of the belt Kind, and moſt commending Qualities, 
to wit, from a /2rink/eq or cleanſed Heart, and a well- 


kept Conſcience, in the Exerciſe of a ſincere and ſaving 


Faith. 
Wherefore the Apoſtle regretes that notwithſtan- 
ding of the Truth of this, that the Law when Evan- 


gelically taught, or the Goſpel as commanding Holineſs 


and Morality from new Motives, and for another End 
than Juſtification, does tend to Love and Charity ; yet 


there were ſome who turned aſide to vain Talking and 


Fangling, inltead of preaching the Goſpel ; and fo, 
by diſahng the proper Means, fell ſhort of the 
End, and {werved from the Mark or Scope of the 
Preacher's Office. 

The Reaſon of this Shortcoming he gives in the 5th 
Verſe, which is, That they ſeparated thoſe Things 
which God hath joined, and taught the Law neglect- 
fully of the Goſpel ; by which ſinful Neglect, and itch- 
ful Aﬀectation, in Deſire to be Teachers of the Law, 
they had not raiſed their intellectual Reputation, but 
were as contemptible as uſeleſs to their Hearers ; they 
neither made Men wiſer nor better, becauſe they ver- 
rher under ſtood what they ſaid, nor whereof rey af- 
firmed; that is, they neither underſtood their Subject, 
nor what they {aid on it. 3 

But then ſays he, Timothy, not that I am ſpeaking 
to the Prejudice of the Law, while I cenſure thoſe 
irregular Preachers for their Negle& of the. Goſpel : 
For, on the contrary, both you and I, and all that are 
ſavingly enlightned, do know, and that experimen- 
tally, that we Law 1s good, if a Man wſe it lau- 


fully. | 


Here we have, Firſt, That whereof the Apoltle 
affirms, or his preſent Subject; and that is the Di- 
vine Law, called eminently the Law, becauſe of its 
Excellency in Equity and Authority ; *tis the ſupreme 
Law, the 'Touchſtone Law. | | 

'I may not now inſiſt * the Variety of Accepta- 
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tions of this Word DOME my Deſign is to diſ- 
courſe of it . ſeveral Views, as apa ry oa 
from that which is moſt ſtriftly and properly called Go- 


J. a 1 

| Mlada, We have that which he ſays on his Sub- 
ject, which is, 1ſt, That the Law is gaod ; this is the 
Character he gives it, the Property he acknowledges 
2 to it, and whereof all other Laws ſhould par- 
rake, | 

1 24ly, We have the Suppoſition on which we may 

1 expect the Benefit of its Iiir, and that is, if” a Man 

4 | ſe it lawfully, then may we expect to find it good for 
us, as it is in itſelf, and for its proper Ends. Among 
the Nations there are Laws that regulate the Applica- 
tion and Uſe of Laws, and in this the ſupreme Law- 
giver hath ſet them an Example. 

But this Suppoſition is not to be underſtood as if a 
good Law could become bad in itſelf, or as if the Na- 
ture of it were mutable ; but that our Abuſe of it may 
loſe us the Benefit. 

"Ra | _ * 34ly, The Ground on which the Apoſtle and Timo- 
171 thy, and all believing Preachers and Hearers, can give 
$ the Law this Teſtimony, or ſay of it as in the Text; 
and that is v Knowledge and Experience in a 
4 Variety of Reſpects : For Inſtance, as tis a Schoo7- 
'% maſter, to bring them to „ ſo the Conſidera- 
i tion of the ſtrict Holineſs of the Precept, and the 
Dteadſulneſs of the Penalty, as alſo of their own Ina- 
bility to obey the one, or endure the other, excites 
them, under Grace, to make much of Chriſt after 
they are come to him, as being the glorious and kind 
Friend who delivered.them from the Wrath to come. 
 q#bly, Comparing the 7th and 8th Verſes of this 
Chapter together, we fee deer Difterence betwixt 
them and thoſe deficient Pre rs. They that deſired 
be Teachers of the Law, vainly pretended to Know- 
3 but the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts really knew 
the Scriptures, and the Bliſs of doing the Lord's Com- 
maudments. Thoſe ſormerly mentioned, repeated the 
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Rabbins Words, or ſtudied a Conformity to their Do- 
concerned 


ctrines whom they choſe to imitate, little 


for the Import or Cendenoy of them; but theſe were 
taught by tbe Spirit, ho gave them a Gving Expe- 
rietice of the Truth. hoſe commented on the Law, 


and commended it. ; thus they , Continued. and 
concluded their Diſcoutſes ; But Apoll e not ouly 
called the Law good, but allo faid, there is a diltin 
ſhing Goodneſs in the Goſpel, or Grace — 
Acc ptatiom, in that faithful Saying, which is a Sum- 
mary of the Goſpel, even that Chriſt came into the 
World to ſave Sinners as in the 13 Verſe of this Chapter. 

My Deſign generally is, 1ff, To treat of that where- 

of the Apo — 24/y, To explain what he ſays 
on his Sabject 

Or more 1 

1. To conſider what a Law is, and what is the Low, 
which in the Text is eminently ſo called. 

2. To ſhow that God's Lew | is £00d. 


3. To diſcourle of the Abuſes of it to be — , 


and Uſes to be made, in order to reap the Benefit of its 
Quality, and find it good ourſelves, 

4. To view the Conſequences of that whereof the 
Apoſtle is in the clear Knowledge, and ſo well con- 
vinced, vis. That the Zaw is good, if 4 Mau nſe it 


2222 


Firft, As to Laws in general. 
So eflential is Law to Government, ſo neceſlary 


in 
and fo conducive to the Good of Mankind, 


a a Multitude of Authors, vf different Stations, 
in 


7 


what Caſes — are to bo 
they countenance. 


The Moral Philoopher aod Shoolinen, the Lire 


6 | 
and Divines, are ſo various and frequent in their 
Definitions of a Law, as they have Occaſion to treat 
of it; and ſome of them fo exact in their Thoughts, 
and ging on the Subject, that One is left rs. at 
ic 


a Loſs which to prefer: But the Number of thoſe De- 
finitors which could agree to my Purpoſe is the leſs, 
that many of thoſe Authors do define a Law accor- 
ding to the Civil Conſtitution or. Form of Govern- 
ment under which they lived, and from which their 
— ws reſpectively were to derive their Authority and 

Dee | TER = 
My Deſign is to give a few of many, in the more 
abſtracted and general Kind ; and next, by comparing 
them together, to take Notice of the Requiſites of a 
Law, or of that which belongs to its Nature and Con- 
ſtitution; and this may be of Uſe in the Sequel of the 
Diſcourſe. 

Onecalls Law, when taken for a Precept, © A ra- 
ce tional Ordinance for the publick Good, made and 
<« publiſhed by thoſe that have the Care of the Com- 
«& munity. . « | 

Another deſcribes it thus: A Law is a common 
Precept, juſt and ſtable, and ſufficiently publiſhed.” 

A third defines it, A certain Rule of Life, pre- 
ce ſcribed by a ſupreme. Governor to his Subjects, 
© whereby to order their Actions to their own and the 
e publick Welfare.” 

It is otherwiſe called, A wholeſom Mixture of 
© that which is juſt and profitable, contained, to wit, 
ce in a Statute publiſhed by Authority as a Rule to its 
& Subjects, or to Men in Society. 

It is not neceſſary for me to determine which of theſe 
Accounts to prefer. My next Deſign is to ſearch for 
the Requiſites or proper Ingredients of a Law, among 
the Definitions - compared together, that ſo I may 
ſhow from the common Sentiments of Mankind as to 
the Nature of a Law in general, that the Divine 
Law is good, and deſerves the Character which the 
Apoſtle gives it; ſeeing all that's good, in their 
Senſe of Law, agrees to his Law in Perſection: F ary 
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which Reaſon, human Laws cannot compare with It, 
but are infinitely exceeded by it. 0 x 
From the Definitions they give of a Law abſtracted- 
ly from the Form of any 8 Government, it ap- 


pears plain, that to the Being of wholeſom Laws is 
1 equired, I K 
1ſt, JUSTICE. All Lawgivers do pretend to it, 
howloever little their Laws may ſometimes have of it. 
If a Law is not juſt, it is Tniquity ; and Obedience to 
it would be unjuſt, and therefore undue: For no Man 
can be under a moral Obligation to commit Ini une 
becauſe of the immutable and ſupreme Law of Rig 92 
teduſneſs. For which Reaſon, one of the ableſt and 
moſt accurate Writers on Government that this Iſland - 
can boaſt of, ſaid, * That which is not juſt is not Law, 
te and that ee is — 4 not —_ 2 . 
 2#ly, As Law, pro ing, is the Dictate or 
Voice of; Juſtice "bd Is hai to the Being of : 
Law, that it be originate in AUTHORITY. , An a,. 
ſumed Power is Uſurpation, and the Exerciſe of it & 
Oppreſſion. And as a Statute is not Law without Aus 
thority, ſo Authority extends no farther in the Exerciſe 
of it than Equity, whether one uſe it in making Laws, | 
or in applying them to Caſes when made. 
344%, GOODNESS is a ſpecial Property of a La-, 
inſomuch that it obtains for a Brocard or common 
Saying among all that miſtake not the End of Govern- 
ment in relation to the Governed, - That the Safety. 
* of the People is the ſupreme Law; the End at 
*© which human Laws, ſubordinately to God's Glory, 
% ought co be aimed; the Rule by which they are 
c to be explained; and the Motive or Inducement- 
e from which they are to be applied. It is beyond 
all Doubt, that the Civil Magiſtrate is the Miniſter e 
God to Men: for Good : So that Princes enjoy theilt 
Prerogatives for the Sake of the People's Privileges 
as being Conſervators of the ſame; they have the 
Honour, that their People may live ſafely under thei- 
Civil Adminiſtration; they receive their Power, the: 
: dts” 4 n 


I Sidney on Gov, | 
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And, if the Civil Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God + 
to-Men for Good, the Miniſters of the Goſpel are more 
pecially ſuch; ſo that, when they make Laws or 


el] 
Acts which do not tend to the People's Safety, or to 
the Ediſication of the Church, they are Sinners above 
others: Becauſe, as their Office is ſpecially inſtitute 
ſor their Good, ſo tis for the Good of their Souls the 
better Part: And therefore, in making Eccleſiaſtick - 
Laws; the Queſtion is not, How ſuch an Act or Law 
can pleaſe Politicians in the State? but, How it can 
? ale him that called Miniſters to their Office, and 
ow it can profit the People? 
4thly; As Mens Actions or AQs cannot be ſorm'd 
ſubordinately to their proper Ends without WIS- 
DOM; and as Juſtice has an Alliance to Prudence; 
ſoa Law cannot want a Share of this Virtue! to com- 
pkat ite Value. And therefore they who in the Exer- 
c& of great Wiſdom have fram'd Laws for a People's 
Welfare, have acquired double Honour, and their 
Norit in making fuch Laws has been often rewarded. 
with Juſtice. "EP | | 
5thly, To give a Statute the Force and Effect of a 
Iaw;, PUBLICATION: is neceflary, whether by 
Sund of Trumpet or otherwiſe, by ſuch concomitant 
Shleminities as accord to the Cuſtom and Conſtitution 
\the Country wherein the Law is to obtain, or have 
is Force: A ſecreted Statute is not Law. The Me- 
noty of Caligula continues branded for publiſhing his 
las in ſo ſmall Characters, and placing them ſo high, 
tiat they could but difficultly be read; and One of the 
Jorman Race of Kings is charged with publiſhing his 
laws in a Language not familiar to his Subjects. 

Theſe then are the rties of a Law ; for, with» 
cut lawful Authority, the tion cannot be juſt; 
vithout Juſtice, the Statute cannot be good for the 
SbjeRs;;/ without Googneſ5/in reſpect to them, it can- 
mit be or wife; without Prudence, it cannot 
in Wiſdom be publiſhed; and without — 


pod 


g | 
the Statute cannot paſs into a Law, But, thus quali- 
fied, Law is good and impartial to the Subjects; it can- 
not be bribed, tho a Judge may. In this Conviction, 
Man have painted Juſtice blind, and Law in purple 


obes. 

But, after all the higheſt Commendations of human 
Laws, they are but miniſtring and ſubſervient to the 
eternal Law of Righteouſneſs. The reaſonable Service 
which Divine Sovereignty requires, admits not of ab- 
ſolute and implicite Obedience to human Laws ; as 
implicite Faith is not due to Mens Doctrines, ſo neither 
is unlimited and implicite Obedience owing to their 
Laws. A fam'd Heathen Moraliſt is remarkable, 
laying, © That God is angry with them that counter- 
* feit his Thunder and Lightning.“ He is not pleaſed 
with ſuch as pretend to abſolute Authority or Sove- 
reignty, but with the Imitation of his Juſtice, Good- 
neſs and Mercy. And his Commandments are ſo excee- 
ding broad, that, were Men ſharp enough ſighted to 
compare their Circumſtances with the Divine Statutes, 
they might ſee the Extent thereof regulating theit 
Actions in every Condition of Life, or directing them 
in relation to all the Ingredients of their Lot: So 
that human Laws, when juſt, are no other than ſuch 
as Lawiers call declaratory Laws ; which are not new 
Laws, but declarative of what was Law, 

For which Reaſon, God's Law is called in my Text 
the Law; it is Law eminently, in reſpect of its abio- 
lute Authority and ſingular Extent, Pſal. cxix. 96. 
In which two Views we may ſay, that beſides it there 
is no Law. 

My Deſign is, 1ſt, To conſider the Moral Law as 
good ; or, as we may call it, his Common Law, to 

which Fews and Gentiles are ſubjected. 
ay, Thoſe ſtatutory and poſitive Laws, by which 
the Nation of the cus was once diſtinctively gover- - 
ned, whether as called Ceremonial, or 7udicial, in lo 
far as was * to their then Eſtabliſhment, 

$41y, Thoſe ſpecial and later Laws by which the 
New-Teltament Church is governed, of which the 

13 B ' Apoſtle 


610 

Apoſtle ſays to the Hebrews, Chap. vii. 12. That 
where the Vrieſthood is changed, there is alſo a Change 
of the Lau. | | 

In all which Inſtances, the Character given in the 
Text is applicable, and it may be ſaid, The Law is 
good, if a Man uſe it lawfully. Tis good in the 
frveral Kinds, good intrinſically, or for the Ends of 
the Legiſlation, 

The Moral Law ſeems principally intended in the 
Text; for 'tis immediately added, That the Law was 
not made for a righteous Man, but for the Lawleſs and 
Diſobedient, for the Ungoly and for Sinners. 
That is, the Penalty is not laid or levelled againſt a 
righteous Man, not applicable to him ; for a Man is 
puniſhed as a Tranſgreſſor. I begin with the Law in 
this Senſe or Kind of it. | 
In fo far as the Impreſſions of its Equity and Au- 
thority do yet remain on the Mind fince they were 
firſt given, tis called the Law of Nature, or may be 
ſo denominated, Rom. ii. 14, 15. as it was delivered 
with the concomitant 'Terrors of Fire and Thunder on 
Mount Sinai, tis called a fiery Law ; as tis written 
in the Scriptures, and held out as a Lamp unto Mens 
Feet, and a Light to their Paths, tis called the Moral 
Law; as tis expreſſive of the Divine Holineſs of its 
Author, and hath Properties not applicable to human 
Laws, tis a perfect Law ; as it excels them in Au- 
thority, takes Place of them, and is to be obeyed be- 
fore them, tis the Royal Law. *Tis a Light or Lamp 
to direct one in the Way, *tis a Bridle-to reſtrain from 
wandering, *tis a Glaſs wherein a Man may ſee his 
Moral Actions condemned or approven. x 
| This Law is good in itſelf, good forthe Ends of Go- 
vernment, and good for the Governed, F 4 Man uſe 
it lauſully. "Tis good as diftated by Juſtice, and as 
expreſſive of unſpotted Holineſs, Tis good as foun- 
ded in Reaſon, and as promoting Religion. Tis good 
in the Precept, for tis Holy; *tis good in the Annex- 
ation of. a Penalty, for *tis juſt, and tends as a Mean 
to keep the Subjects in the Way of the Precept. 8— 
2. 2 4 ' 8 
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e Men conſidered ſingly, for it directs them to 
ive ſoberly ; tis good for them confidered ſocially, 
for it teaches them to live righreou/ly ; tis good for 
them conſidered ſubordinately in beth Views, for it 
teaches them to live to God's Glory. Tis good as 
delivered by Moſes a. typical Mediator, after ſuch a 
Manner as might tend to convince the Subjects of their 
Need of the Meſſiah, and raiſe their Delire, or excite 
their Longing for him. Tis good and gladening as ex- 
lained and enjoined by Jeſus Chriſt to be obeyed, not 
mply as a Rule of Moral Life, but in Gratitude to 
him for ſuch matchleſs Love, in fulfilling all Righte- 
oulneſs for us, and delivering us from ſo great a Death 
as we had deſerved. *Tis good as it was delivered by 
Moſes of old, and as reinforced by new Motives in 
the Goſpel of late. 

This Law is good, as having the needſul Properties 
of a Law to Perſection. Tis of rightful and ſovereign 
Authority, for God pale all theſe Words, *Tis holy, 
as commanding Men to be holy, and to imitate the 
great Pattern of Holineſs in his own Perfection. Tis 
juſt ; ſor he is altogether free from Unrighteoulaeſs, 
4 God of Truth, and without Iniquity, *Tis given 
in Wiſdom, for his r is infinite: It may 
be ſaid of his Laws, which are the Acts of his Autho+ 
rity, as tis ſaid of the Effects of his Alſufficiency or 
Omnipotence, In Wiſdom hath he made them all. 
And 'tis ſufficiemly promulgate or publiſhed ; He made 
known his Word tinto Jacob, his Starutes and Fudgs 
ments to Iſrael. They were publiſhed with the Sound 
of Trumpet, the Voice of Thunder, and Terrors of 
Fire, infomuch that Moſes himſelf ſaid, I exceeding iy 
fear and quake. 'The Law was alſo writ or engraven 
on Stone; yea, the Impreſſions of its Juſtice and Au- 
thority do yet in Part remain on the Mind of Man, in 
which Lens a Man is a Law to himſelf, and his own 
Conſtience bears him Witneſs. Thus is it even in the 
ſtony Heart, and before a ſaving Change, tho' it can- 
not receive the Truth in Love, nor does it like to re- 
tain the Knowledge of God: But 'tis written in the 
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Heart of Fleſh of Conlent ; for the new Man delig hin 
in the Law of the Lord with his Inwards, Rom. vil. 
22. *Tis written there as in a living Regiſter, and the 
enlivened Man loves to read the Record. 7 
But the Precepts of the Law, together with the Go- 
ſpel · report, are more legibly recorded in the Scrip- 
tures, eminently fo called: And as the Moral Law was 
read in the Synagogues every Sabbath-day to the Fews, 
ſo is it publiſhed in the New-Teſtament Church to the 
Gentiles, and great is the Company of them that have 
publiſhed it. No King can promulgate his Laws after 
ach a Manner, and by ſuch Numbers as the King of 
Kings can; their Words are gone to the End of the 
World. WY | e e | 
To which Conſiderations IJ add, That the Law is 
ood, as tis pleaſant to the ſanctified Mind, or to the 
| liever's Taſte, on a Variety of Accounts, as the 
Pfalmiſt ſets forth in the Current of the cxix. Pſalm ; 
and the like Sentiments and Senſations, ſo to fpeak, 
has the Apoſtle of it in the vii. Chapter to the Ro- 
mans. It taſtes as Hony to the Saints, as tis given 
by the Hand of a Mediator, as ſavouring of his Holi- 
neſs, as tending to his Honour, as being the Way 


Which leads to his Houſe, the Place where the Maſter 


dwelleth ; as being the Will of the Father, as fulfilled 
by the Son, and as having been dictated by the holy 
it. 1 i 

ei, not only good as pleaſant to Believers, but good 
as profitable to Men, tho' Men are altogether unprofi- 
table Servants to God, r 

The Obedience of Faith not only turns to a good 
Account againſt the Evening of a Man's Day; for then 
the Maſter ſays, Go call the Labourers and give them 
their Hire, Matth. xx. 8. all being only of Grace, and 
3 in Payment of a Debt that they have to ex- 

ct; but alſo, through all the Hours of a Man's Day 
on Earth, this Obedience is wholeſom, arid Diſobedi- 
ence is hurtful and injurious, in the ſeveral Reſpects 
wherein a Man is capable of being profited, 5 — 
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ſtaining Damage; that is, in his Soul and Body, kib 
Name and Reputation, his outward- Condition, and in 
his Relation others. * 

, In his Soul. A Mer own conſtienes or 
Thoughts do accuſe or excule him: So that, to — 
that the Law is good, it may be proper to conſider the 
Effects of Obedience and Diſobedience in the Human 
Faculties or Powers of the Mind. The Conſcience ac- 


cuſeth, even bad Men, upon groſs Breaches of the 


Law, and good Men after 'Tran'greffions comparatives 
ty ſmall. Anawakned Conſcience, O how woful !'Te 
burns like a Fire, it rages like a Sea, it ſtings Lie u 
Serpent, it pierces as a Sword, it terments like Oil in 
the Bones, than which, Naturalifts tay, nothing is 
more intolerable, 
In this Cafe, the Afenmry torments the Man with 
Retroſpect or Review of Sin committed, Guilt con- 
tracted, the Loſs ſuſtained, and Judgment as threat- 
os a Man's — hes rorment him m in und the Þ of 
ty as en erſity as begun, t Pro- 
viſions that made the Change 
Sin beclouds the 74 ane the Underſtans 
ding, tends to'the weakning of Faith in Believers, and 
makes a doubtful Mind. 
Diſobedience, by its Influence; renders the wil 
e and vacillant; the Man by it is b t to his 
WiksEnd, and reduced to Extremities, f fo that knows 
not-what to do, nor whither to 
It makes unnatural and 1 AﬀeFrions : It loſes 
him the Delight of the pleaſing Affections, ſuch as 
Dove and Joy; and excites the paining Paffions, ſuch 
as the R of Fear, 'a Load or Burden of fe 4: 
Clouds of Shame, the Corvulftons of Horror 
Toflings of Suſpicion, the Eruptions of Diſtontent. 
per 8 itſelf concurs with the votive” 
to make a Man ſenſible that Sin is an voi 
Thing and a bitter; it anticipates the Judgment'ty 
come, and preſentiates the He tp Ir its Man- 


ner, ic ena Time, and begins the Miſcries of another 
World, 


* 
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World, and in a Sort gives unto temporal Evils the 
Sting of N W "IS 
On the other Hand, the Obedience of Faith is at- 
tended with Serenity of Mind, Fixednels of Reſoluti- 
on, a Feaſt in the Conſcience, 1 in the Heart, 


and a Kind of inward Heaven. 
ded is Life and Peace. | | 7 

To conclude this, A Man cannot be without Con- 
ſcioulneſs or Conſcience. Conſcience has a native Ca- 
pacity of diſcerning betwixt Moral Good and Evil; 


be ſpiritually min- 


this Capacity is accompany'd with a Power of conclu- 


ding for us or againſt us; and ſuch Concluſions can- 
not be without Pleaſure or Pain in Proportion to Con- 
victions of Guilt, or a Care to keep the Conſcience 
void of Offence. | 
- 24ly, He who formed the golden Bowl, and twi- 


ſted the ſilver Cord, who is the admirable Author of 


the animal OkEconomy, as Former of our Bodies as. 
well as Father of our Spirits, and hath fearſully and 
2wonderfully made us in the Union of both, gave Laws 
to Man good and wholeſom, for the viſibſe as well 


as inviſible Part; ſo that Obedience is the beſt Receit 


the Phyſician can give, becauſe tis evident in many 
Inſtances that moral Corruption introduces bodily Cor- 
ruption and Diſeaſes as the natural Cauſe. And as it 
is ſo at firſt, ſo is it the Cauſe of their Strength and 
Continuance; inſomuch that the Phyſician muſt in ma- 
ny Caſes recommend the Moral Law to his Patient, or 
comprehend a Part of it in his Receit, and tell him, 
that without Temperance, for Inſtance, the Medicines 
can take no Effect; or . adviſe that the Exerciſe of 
the paining, or the Exceſs of the pleaſing Paſſions, 
would withſtand their Efficacy and ——_— 15 
Thus are we taught by the wiſe King Solomon, who 
well knew what was wholeſom, not only for a State 
or Kingdom, but alſo for his individual Subjects, ind 
ld: write or direct as a Phyſician, | as well as di- 
te or command like a King, Prov. xiv. 30. 
found Heart is the Life of the Fleſh, but Envy, 
the Rottenneſ of the Bones, Theſe are ſtrong — 
i Pre l- 
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preſſions to my Purpoſe, Prov. iii. ), 8.— Fear the 
Lord and depart from Evil: It ſhall be Health to thy 
Navel, and Marrow to thy Bones, 
Phyſicians, as well as Divines, do acknowledge, that 

no Man is in perfect Health, but ſo far as a mortal Bo- 

dy can have it, "Morality, particularly Temperance, 
contributes to it: Tt has a benign Influence upon an 
Equality of the Motion or Circulation of the Blood, an 
Eaſineſs and Freedom in Reſpiration or Breathing 3 it 
contributes to the Continuance of the Strength and 
Senſe of the Nerves, the Activity and Force of the 
Muſcles, the Purity of the Blood, and Marrow of the 
Bones. Thus alfo, by taking Heed to the Divine Law, 
thoſe Diſeaſes are in Part prevented, which are the 
Effect of the Exerciſe of ſome Paſſions that are forbid- 
den, and of the Exceſs of other Affections which in 
Meaſure are allowed. Thus alſo the Regiſter of the 
Memory is _ clean and clear ; thus the Seat of Ideas, 
the Scene of Imagination Ound and ſafe. 

But, on the contrary, the breaking of God's Law 
haſtens the breakin the golden Bowl, and the loo- 
ſing of the ſilver Cord. Diſobedience tends to cor- 
_— the Fluids or Juices, and to dry and weaken the 
Solids of the Body ; and ofttimes the bad Complexion 
and ſickly Conſtitution of the Child is a Symptom or 
Sign of the Sin of the Parents; not only of the Sin of 


our firſt Parents, and that which is the Child's by Im- 


putation, but of the immediate Parents, by aggrava- 
ted Commiſſions or their Sins of hainous Aggravations. 
Phe Antients themſelves imputed their Diſeaſes to the 

Anger of the gods, as they expreſſed it, in relation to 

the 1 Cauſe; and Scripture, with many In- 
ſtances and long Experience, has taught, that thoſe 
bodily Ailments do natively ariſe from the moral Cor- 
ruption that is in Man. ö 


ly, The Law is good for the Reputation; or, ie 


makes a good Name, by directing Men to be good, and 
to do Good; and others to honour them that fear the 
Lord. And thoſe Things which the Law commands 
are among Men of good Report, as conſonant to Rea- 


ſon, 


61 


Good of Men, as well as to the Glory o 

thoſe Things which are committed by Men againſt the 
Dignity of the Divine Nature, are reputed againſt the 
Decency of the human Nature, inſomuch that Sin and 
Shame are inſeparately joined; and it is no Wonder 
that Sin, which is a Rebellion againſt God, and a 


hence it is that he whocame to endure the Croſs for us, 


1 
$f the Ele&t's Sin, took away their Reproac 
- I ſaid, The Law is good to the Obedient for their 
Reputation. A patient Continuance in N ell. doing 
iſſues in Glory and Honour, and the Immortality 
thereof in ecernal Life, Rom. ii. . The Memory of the 
Righteous is bleſſed, and that of the Wicked doth rot; 
the Converſation of the one is as Salt and ſavoury, 
the Communication of the other corrupteth ; the one 
8 as a ee from the Lord, the other withereth above 
round. 
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Honour, therefore, when either a Church or State uſe 
not their Authority agreeably to the Law and Teſti- 
mony, and their Subjection to its Author, but make 
Laws inconſiſtent therewith, and emit contrary Edicts, 
Diſobedience is then no Brand or Reproach; but the 
Reputation of ſuch who chuſe to obey God rather than 
Mu, ſurvives the unjuſt Law which they have diſobey- 
ed: Their Reputation doth riſe and ſtand, when it is 
bags down and fallen by a Repeal, as in the Cale of 
the three Children recorded in the 3d of Danze, and 
as in later Inſtances has been obſerved. 
Aby, The Law is good for One in his outward E- 
ſlate and Condition. It teaches Diligence, and the Hand 
of the Diligent maketh rich; it directs when to Rong 
when to caſt away ; it teaches when and how todo Good 
to others: And, in this Inſtance, to obey the Precept, 
| has a great Recompence of a free Rewara, Prov. xi. 
1 23. IIa. xxxii. 8. Gal. vi. 10. As ye have Opportunity 
1 40 Good tio all Men, eſpecially unto them who are 4 


ſon, and belon ; g to true Religion ; as tending to the 
ow NN Gor bt 


Ruin to the Sinner, become a Reproach to Men: And 
had the Shame alſo to deſpiſe, and ſo, by taking away 


Becauſe Obedience to God's Law is accompanied with 
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rhe Houſbold of Faich. Compared with Mark ix. 4t. 
Whoſoever ſhall give you a Cup of Water to drink in 
my Name, becauſe ye belong to Chriſt, verily I ſay un- 
to you, He ſhall not loſe his Reward. It fixes the 
Bounds betwixt Parſimony and Prodigality, and ſo pro- 


* 


vides for the Supply of one, and the Safety of another; 
it commands Peace, and, by living in Peace,a Man ſhuns 
the Expence of War ; it enjoins Moderation, and ſo 
a Man is freed from the Expence of Exceſs ; it dictates 
uſtice, and ſo encourages Commerce; it commands 
ity, and ſo provides for the Relief of one, and 
excites the Gratitude and good Wiſhes of another; it for- 
bids to wrong or hurt a Neighbour, and ſo prevents the 
Expence of Redreſs and Reparation ; it prohibites 
Theft, Circumvention, Uſury, Extortion, Breach of 
Truſt, and all Kinds of defrauding or wronging others 
in outward Things, and fo prevents the Difficulties of 
Reſtitution. 
5thly, Tis good for Men in their Relation to one a- 
nother, whether natural, civil, or ſacred; as comman- 
ding that Honour which is due from one in a Depen- 
dence upon another, Love of Likeneſs and mutual re- 
lation, Condeſcenſion to Inferiors or them of low E- 
ſtate, Juſtice in Tranſactions, Faithfulneſs in Truſt 


and Contracts, Gratitude to Benefactors, Conſtancy * 


and Firmneſs in Friendſhip, Remiſſion of private Of- 
fences, the rewarding of Virtue and Puniſhment of 
Vice, Sympathy with the Afflicted, Congratulance 
with the Eſcaped or Joyful, Mercy to the Miſerable, 
Charity to the Poor, Hoſpitality to Strangers, Huma- 
nity and Goodnels to all Men, a diſtinguiſhing Love to 
ſpiritual Likeneſs, Harmony in Holineſs, Concord in 
holy Convocations for God's Honour: By his Law 
Superiors are entitled to Honour, Inferiors to Protecti- 
on, Equals to mutual Reſpect; the King's juſt Prero- 
gative is guarded, and the Peoples Privileges fenced or 
protected ; breaking in is forbidden upon the one Part, 
and breaking out upon the other. 

But, to finiſh its Character as I can here give it, 
this Law is good even 8 Perſection. A Property 


— 
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not agreeing to any human Laws, P/al. xix. ), 8, 9. 
wo — therein is defective, nt redun- 
dant: And therefore, when Malachi concludes his 
Prophecies, and ſays, Remember the Law of Moles, 
he denounces terrible 'Threatnings againſt them that 
ſhould add or take away. 8 * 

If we view human Authority as exerciſed among the 
Nations, in Laws Civil or Eccleſiaſtick, we find tome 
of them are dark and obſcure, others fooliſh and frivo- 


lous; ſome of them unjuſt ; ſome of them even cruel ; 


ſome of them incroach unduly upon Liberty, others of 
them are injurious to Men in their Property; ſome of 
them annex a Reward to Iniquity, others contain a Pe- 


nalty againſt Virtue, All the Wiſdom and Equity of 


antient Rome, the Knowledge and Solicitude of A. 
bens, the Vigilance of Sparta, the. Abilities of Nu- 
ama, Solon or Lycurgus, could never frame a Law 
worthy of that Character, or having this Property of 
Perfection ; but God's Law is perfect, and makes wiſe 
the Simple. This is its Prerogative, or a Property pe- 
culiar: And, as his Law is perfect, ſo tis perpetual or 
laſting. Among Men, as ſubject to human Laws, a 
poſterior Law derogates from a prior 3 One Day a Law 
is made, another Day, or within a ſhort Time, tis ſo- 
Pited ; again tis revived, at laſt tis repealed or abro- 
gated. . One Monarchy repealed the Laws of another: 


The Laws of the Medes took Place of the A/Jprian, - 


and were peremptory and poſitive to à Proverb ; but, 
as peremptory as the Perſian Authority was, it was 
broken and brought down by the fam'd Macedonian. 
In Proceſs of 'Time, the Reputation of the Roman 
Laws extended farer than the Authority and Poſitive- 
nels of the Perſian Statutes had done; but none of 
them all were ever univerſally received, nor laſting in 
their Authority or Force: Ir is peculiar to the King 
of Kings to be 2vw17hour Beginning of Days, and with 
out Ena of his Reign: His Dominion is an everla- 
. fling Dominion, and his Kingdom from Generation to 
Generation. | | 


As the Moral Law is good in the Regiſter or 


_ Scriptures, 


. m 


Scriptures, ſo is it whereſoever tis tranſcribed in Subſtance 
among the Nations, and taken into the Body of their 
Civil or Municipal Laws: As the Moral Law is good, 
ſo are thoſe Laws which are fram'd in Conformity to it, 
or in Conſequence of it: And, when Municipal Laws 
are ſuch, how great Iniquity is it, if Judges do not form 
their Deciſions upon them, or in Conformity to them ? 
Great Honour is to'be done to the Divine Law, both 
in making and applying human Laws to Mens Actions. 
A Nation's Honour and Proſperity riſes or falls accor- 
ding to the Meaſure or Degree to which this isdone, or 
left undone and dis Righteouſneſs exalteth a 
Nation, but Sin is a Reproach to any People, eſpe- 
cially when bad Laws are made, or Deciſions form'd u- 
pon them. Righteorſneſs in the Legiſlature and Ad- 
miniſtration * them ſtine, and Iniquity there- 
in expoſes them to Shame. | 

The yu Rabbins are laid ſo to have eſteemed 
the Law, as to keep a Note of all the Letters in it; 
and to uſe this Saying, There is not in the Law no not 
one Letter on which hang not great Motmta ins. 

The Romans are oblerved to have form'd many 
of their Laws in fo great Conformity I thar 
their Reputation has gone farther for that Reaſon, than 
the Force of their Arms ever could : But rhe Iniquity 
of the Adminiſtration did gradually expoſe their Con- - 
ſtitution. 

The Saxons are ſaid to have aſſerted by their Law 
molt of the Precepts of the Moral Law, acknowledg- 
ing its Equity, conſeſſing its Authority. But God 4 
wants not a Teſtimony from Men. As his Authority ol 
makes Laws, ſo his Truth affirms them. His Autho- 
rity makes them ſupreme, his Holineſs makes them juſt, | 
his Goodneſs makes them wholſom, his Truth afhrms 1 
them righteous, 

The Value he has for his own Law, he hath expreſ- 
ſed by the careful Manner wherein he has preſerved its; 
the Judgments inflicted for the breaking of it, the Pro- 

Libitions of taking from it, or adding (to it, and 4 
C 2 eſpecially +4 


20 

eſpecially by ſending 05 own Son to fulfil it, who by 
ſo doing magnified the Law and made it honourable. 

As to tbe Manner wherein he has preſerved it, it 
was engraven on Stone, to expreſs its Value; for, in 
Scripture-itile, that which is valuable is ſaid to be wor- 
thy of ſuch a Regiſter, Job xix. 24. It was laid in the 
Ark, to be kept therein till the Lord, whom the Old- 
Teſtament Believers ſought, ſhould come into his 
Temple, and deliver it wich his own Hand and from his 
own Mouth to the Diſciples from Mount Zion, as 
Moſes had done from Mount Sinai. When it was 
given by the Hand of a Mediator, he urg'd it with 
new Magives, in a moſt familiar and alluring Manner; 
and then was it put into ſo many Hands, yea, written 
in ſo many Hearts, by the Spirit, who gave them 
to receive it in the Love - ws that it could not be 
cancell'd by whatſoever Means malicious Men could 
deviſe. The harmonious Care of Believers has been a 
Means of guarding the Regiſter againſt that Corrupti- 
on which has affected other Writings. The Law Was 
yu into ſo many Hands, and written in ſo many 

earts, that all the Rage of the Heathen could neither 
corrupt the Regiſter,nor cancel it. Common Regiſters 
have been loſt, ſome by Fire, ſome by Water ; ſome 
intentionally, ſome accidentally torn, ſome conſu- 
med by Time: And, as to Human Laws, ſome have 
been repealed, ſome have firſt fallen into Deſuetude, 


and next into Oblivion; but Sh, Word of the Lord a 
bideth for ever, 1 Pet. i. 23. 


Secondly, I propoſed to treat of thoſe ſtatutory and 
As Laws by which the eus were once peculiar- 
y governed, comprehended in that Typical Inſtituti- 
tution and O Economy, which was to continue as 
e in the Eaſt, till the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhould 
ariſe. ' 

Albeit the Ceremonial Law is now fulfilled, and 
ceaſes to bind ſince the Fulfilment, altho*? the ſtatutory 
Part does not affect us obligatorily, yet it is not fallen 
_ abſolutely into Deſuetude ; a Man may uſe it lawfully, 
as 


82 . re r 


* 


7 - 
, * 
. 


as ſerving for Doctriue and Inſtruction inRighteouſue 
chatRighteouſneſs by which it was fulfilled — to wo 
it pointed: For, as the Shadows ſerve to {et oft the Light, 
and as the Moon and Stars comparatively conſidered 
do ſerve to aſtect us with a livelier Senſe of the ſupe- 
rior Brightneſs and Beauties of the Day; ſo the Do. 
ctrine of the Ceremonial Law contributes to convince 
us of our Need, excite our Eſteem, and enliven our 
Meditation of the Goſpel and its Glory: For the Law 
made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better 
Hope did: By the which, lays the Apoſtle, we 4raw 
nigh unto Goa, Heb. vii. 19. 

Particularly, this Law is of great Uſe to ſhow, 
1/t, The Evil of Sin, as making Men fo gui and 
polluted themſelves, ſo infectious to others, ſo enſlaved 
to Enemies, and at laſt ſhut up in Priſon, and excluded 
from the Common-wealth of IVael in the other 
World. To this Purpoſe do concur the Laws en- 
joining fo frequent Walhings, and ſo many Sacrifices ; 
the Laws declaring him unclean who had but touched 
a Thing that had been uſed by an unclean Perſon ; 
the Laws concerning Servitudes among the Jets; the 
Laws which ſhut up the Unclean, or excluded them 
the Camp; and all thoſe Laws which provided ſuch | 
Penalties for tranſgreſſing the Ceremonial Precepts. 

24ly, The Ceremonial Law is of great Uſe and « 
Good, to ſet forth the Merit, Excellency and Alſuffi- 
ciency of the Meſſiah, the Saviour, as a Perſon able to 
fulfil ſo many Types, as ſufficient for ſuch a Multitude 
of Tranſgreflors, and to expiate ſo many Tranſgreſſi- 
ons; as ſatisfying ſo {tri Juſtice, as having ſuch per- 
fe& Holineſs as could anſwer that End; as being ſo 2 
beautiful to the Eye of Faith, as all the wg Luſtre | 
and Splendor of Perſons and Things under the Law did 1 
exhibite him to be; as 28 ſuch glad 1 Lo 
the Ear, and giving ſuch Joy to the Heart, as had been 
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| typified by the Jubilee, in the Aſſurance thus given of 
Ty Remiſſion to the Guilty, Relaxation to the Bound, and 
en Reſtoration to the Forfeited, by —_— Coming. = 
Merit aretby the 24 
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And further, his Excellency 
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Ceremonial Law ſet forth, exhibiting him as One who 
could found ſuch a lively Hope as was excited or rai- 
35 by the Law of Liberation on the Death of the High 
rieſt ; as a Phyſician who could recover the Sick to 
ſo perfect Health, as was notified by the Permiſſion 
granted to return to the Camp after a While's Separa- 
tion, or to ſhow themſelves again after they had been 
ſhut up as Lepers; And further, as being ſo fafe a 
- Hiding-place, according to the Laws of Refuge, as 
ſo ſatisfy ing to the Deſires, and ſo ſufficient for the Ne- 
ceflities of the Refugees, agreeably to the Laws making 
Proviſion for them in thè Places whither they fled, 
and to the Laws for ſuch delicate Fare for the Gueſts in 
the Heights of Zion, at the folemn Feaſts, Fer. xxxi. 
2. * 
The Ceremonial Law was good for all the Ends for 
which it was given, and may = be profitably uſed by 
the Preacher for thoſe Ends of Illuſtration and Exhibi- 
tion, in ſetting forth and commending Chriſt as the 
Propitiation through Faith in his Blood, as being he 
End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that 
believeth. And how bliſsful a Thing is it to the Belie- 
ver's Ear, how delightful to his Heart, to hear Chriſt 
crucified commended, by comparing the Lau which 
was given by Moſes, with the Grace and Truth that 
: came by Feſus Chriſt ; and by ſhowing the Relation of 
| thoſe Shadows unto him the Body! Thus Admiration 
is raiſed, thus the Underſtanding is enlightned, thus 
the Affections are quickned, thus the Conſcience is 
calmed, the Heart comforted, Fears do flee, and Faith 
and Hope are by the Influence of the Spirit fixed or 
eſtabliſhed. - | 
This is to evangelize the Law, this is to preach the 
Goſpel, when the Preacher thus ſhows that all Things 
written by Moſes, and the other Prophets, and m 
— Pſalms, concerning him, are fulfilled in and b 
im. | 
By the Types, and lively or ſtrong Figures appoin- 
ted by this 2 was ſignified, That the atoning 
Blood would be precious, that the Goſpel and its Or- 
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dinances, and the ſeyeral Means inſtitute for applying 
that precious Blood, are pure. This was lignitied by 
the Uſe of Cedar- wood and Hyſſop, in ſprinkling the 
Blood of. the Sacrifices upon the Unclean ; for Cedar- 
wood long reſiſts Putriſaction, and Hyſſop is a clean- 
ſing or purifying Herb, and uſed both outwardly and 
inwardly for that Effect up n the Body. 

To conclude this He sd, In the Glaſs of this Law 
and the Explications thereof in the Prophets, but eſpe- 
cially. by reading the Law in New-Teſtament Light, 
we ſee, That the Interceſſion of a High Prieſt was 
neceſſary ; and that of ſuch 4 High Prieſt as we have, 
who, ſays the Apoſtle, became us; That the Office 
is honourable and glorious; That the Undertaking was' 
voluntary and gracious ; That the Diſcharge of that 
Office is efficacious; That his Unction or Andvint- 
ment is extraordinary and reviving ; That his Sacri- 
fice is ſavoury and acceptable ; 'That his Death was 
timely ; That the Deltination was early; That the 
falutary Effects are endleſs, and that his Relurrection 
for theſe Ends would be glorious. pl 

But altho' this Law is good for Contemplation and 
Meditation, yea, for exhibiting the rich Myſteries there- 
by ſignified, and exciting Men to accept the Offers ; 

tho* it was good to raiſe the Expectation, and 
ſtrengthen theHopes of a Meſſtah's Coming, and is now 
to be uſed in Compariſon with the Goſpel-report, to 
yrove, that Jeſus of Nazareth is he; yet it is no 
onger in Force as a Law: The Law is fo fulfilled in 
Chrift, and by him, as that he who belzeverh in Feſus 
is juſtified from all Things by which be could not by 
zhe Law of Moſes; and of the Law in all Latitude it 
may be ſaid, and joyfully believed, That Chriſt is be 
End of it for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 

The very Alteration now obſerved, in the Produce 
of Paleſtine, ſeems to lay that the Meſſiah is come to 
fulfil the Types A late learned Hiſtorian * takes 
Notice that there is now no ſuch Balm in Gilead as 
tormerly. The Alteration among the Vegetables Theto, 
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and their Produce, ſeems to ſay 2 hat Truth has now 
ſprung out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs has loo A 
down from Heaven; That the Branch of Righteouſ- 
geſs is grown up unto David, and that the great 
Things promiſed in theMeſſiah*s Coming, and exhibited 
by a Variety of Types and Emblems, are now fulfilled: 
And his Increaſe ſeems providentially ſignified by theſe 
their Decreaſe, when we compare the Word with Pro- 
4 Th Tudicial Law ii good if aſid lf 
| „ the Judicial Law #5 good i Uwe u; 
len 1 mean, whereby the Jeg were peculi- 
arly governed, and directed in judicial Deciſions: From 
it the Preacher has Means and Arguments furniſhed 
him, whereby to illuſtrate the Guiltineſs of Men as 
Pannels to Juſtice, the Impartiality of the Judge, and 
our Need of an Advocate, The Executors of the Law 
were forbidden to ſpare the Criminal when inflicting 
the Penalty; and all their Judges were often and ſtrictly 
enjoin'd to 40 Fuſtice impartially, 2v7rhour Reſpect of 
ä 

Ba thoſe ſpecial Statutes of the judicial Kind,where- 
by the Fews were peculiarly governed, having now 
reached the End of the Legiſlation, by being for ſome 
Time in Force, do not obligatorily affect us, to whom 
God hath ſpoken #n theſe laſt Days by his Son ; who, 
by his Obedience unto Death, hath fulfilled the typi- 
cal Meaning of thoſe Laws which related to that My- 

ſtery, ſuch as that which made neceſſary the Reſi- 
dence of the Refugees in the ſeveral Cities whither they 


had fled, till the Death of the High Prieſt. 


<= l proper in the laſt Place to treat a little of thofe 
later Laws which relate to the OEconomy and Order 
of the New-Teſtament Church, which took place 
and obtained when the Prieſthood was changed: To 
theſe the „ refers, Heb. vii. 12. when he 
 fays,———The Prieſthood being changed, there is 
made of Neceſſity a Change alſo of the Lau. 
In the old Law, no Pin was to be put in the Taber- 
nacle but according to the Pattern given in the Mount; 
and I obſerve, that this Law is not famply ſaid 2 be 
2 Bo 
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Paul, 670 to Timothy, 
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ew Teſtament, w urance of fi 
ing by , and not to lay that th 10 S is 5 
left ambu atory, 09 hrilt is the uthor of Orde 
and the new Covenant is ſaid to be ordered | in all 
Things: The firſt and laſt Diſpenſations of it are an- 
Thi le to this Character. We are clearly taught, 
the Government of the Nen. Teſtament Church 
is not to be modeled and changed to e the Taſte, 
or imitate the Pattern of the entile ers and Prin- 


ities, Matth. xx. 25, 26, 27. ; 7 it cannot be 
denied but Patronages, in the Ci il Senſe of the Word 
or in the Civil Law, did then x 
among the Gentiles ; yea, theſe u, to whom the 
lord was then ſpeaking, - were, ſubject at the ſame 

to the Authority of, the Roman Law, which 
contains the Statutes of Purronage, or Power of Pa- 
trons, in the Uſe whereof they were peremptory 
and preciſe, according to that natural Bent of Mens 
Will to exert Authority or demand a Privile Appl which 
has often diſcovered itſelf ney, 1 5 the A 2 of 
a onen Power to very dif: d 


at Por * 
pilt. Ill. 1 5. 7783755 ex- 
preſly, That f. e does ſo, to the End rbar 

mig ; know how 70 behave himſelf in the Houſe 5 
God; and that the * 2 Spirit's Deſign in dictating the 
Scriptures is, to. make rhe Man CA God perfect, 
throug bly fin urn 17 to every, good Word and Work, 
2 Tim. 1 4 14. It is a great Treſpaſs then againſt this 
Law, to call it defective in any Inſtarice or Article of 
OEconomy, neceſſary to the Fog of Government ; 3 
particularly with reſpect to 87 the Manner of .a Man's 
Entrance into the Paſtoral Office : In which Caſe, *cis 
evident from x: of Job. that the Lord's Will is, 
that Intrants be ſo cautious, and the Church fo free; 
free to follow thoſe Shepherds whoſe Words are the 
likelieſt Eccho of Chriſt's Voice. And, if any inter- 


fering Power or Law of lab. be interpoſed, hate 
h ont 


o theſe Conſiderations I 
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dent that it cannot be uſed lawfully, and therefore 
. ought to undergo a Repeal; for, in ſuch Caſes; it be- 

comes morally impracticable for the Church to ſerve 

two Maſters: and without all Contradiction, tis nei- 
ther the Wiſdom nor Safety of any State or Civil Power 
to compete it with Him, to whom al Power in Heaven 
and Earth is given. | 

Becauſe of the great Extent of his Authority, it is 
neceſſary for them, whom the Holy Ghoſt has given to 
the Church for Overſeers, when making declaratory 
Laws for maintaining the Order, and promoting the In- 
tereſts of his Houſe, to take diligent Heed, that theſe 
be ſubſervient to bis Honour, and conformable to his 
revealed Will, as notified in the New Teſtament, 
"where, under Direction of the Spirit of Wiſdom, and 
Revelation, they cannot miſs it ; particularly in relation 
to the Admiſſion of thoſe who are to take Part with 
them in the ſame Miniltry, and to feed the Flock which 
God hath purchaſed with his own Blood. | 

I have noticed already, that the Uſe and End of 2 
declaratory Law is, to declare the Senſe, and notify 
the Conſequences of a former Law : So that, in mak- 
ing an Eccleſiaſtick Act, the = favs is not, What can 

eafe a Miniſter of State? but, What can pleaſe him who 
13 Head of the Body the Church, and hath choſen his 
Miniſters to be Soldiers? 2 Zim. ii. 4. And, if they 
- pleaſe him, they need not fear the Wrath of Man, the 

aer whereof he can reſtrain: For God the Lord 
75 a Fun and Shield ; they who follow him, or walk 
in his Steps, need not wander for want of Light, nor 
ide for Fear in the Day; yea, When a Man's Way: 
"og the Lord, he often makes his Enemies be at 

2ace with him, Prov. xvi. 7. And the fame is appli- 
cable to a Church or Nation. 

If human Laws be declarative of that which is Di- 
vine Law, they cannot want the Properties of a good 
Law. And, to apply theſe to the preſent Cafe, ſhould 
the Wiſdom of the Church think fit to fubſtitute an 
Act on the foreſaid Subject, in Place of a former and 
late one, which could only be lawfully uſed, as it _ 
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by a Repeal, then ſuch a new Eccleſiaſtick Law needs 
be juſt ; juſt betwixt the Miniſters and the People, juſt 
betwixt one Part of a People and another Part of them, 
in Cales wherein their Inclinations do diſter; and juſt 
betwixt one Congregation and another: For a Law is 
not juſt if it extend not its Equity to all who are fubje- 
Red to its Authority, without Reſpect of Perfons. 
24ly, Care needs to be taken that it be good, and that 
it be {ublervient to the ſpiritual Interzits of the Peo- 
ple: For, if the Safety ot the People be confidered in 
a1] well-governed Nations, as being ſubordinately to 
God's Glory, the prime Law, when they frame Civil 
Laws, much more need Men do ſo in making Eccle- 
haſtick Statutes, which reſpe& Mens Intereſts in view 
of another World, and in 4 Kingdom which is 2 of 
this World: And, ſeeing the Subjects of Chriſt's King- 
dom have a Law of Liberty given them, which tis 
their Intereſt chearfully to obey, Gal. v. 1. Stand faſt 
therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, it becomes all Eccleſiaſtick Rulers to 
form their Acts conſonantly to the Intereſt and Rights: 
which his People have by that Law); and neither to in- 
tangle themſelves, nor thoſe under their Overſighe, by 
LAS not ſavouring of ſpiritual Liberty and Love to 
Souls. 

34%, How needful is it, that it be conceived prudeut- 
'v, in Subordination to the great End of Edification? 
ich can neither be attained nor expected by lodging 
any Power, prejudicial to the Peoples ſpiritual Intereiis, 
in the Hands of thoſe who are their Adverſaries by 
Principle. How watchful are the faithful Miniſters, of 
any State, that the Power of Civil and Publick Electi- 
ons come not into the Hands of thoſe who by Prins: 
ciple are inclined to ſubvert the Conſtitution? And, if 
a Golpel- Miniſtry are not careful to avoid the like Dan-" 
ger in the Diſcharge of their Office to the Church, they 
become jultly ſuſpected of ſeeking ſomething elle than 
Feruſalent's Good. 2 3 ph 1 
May the Wiſdom chat is ſrom above, direct this Na. 7 
tional Church to an Act on this Head, or of this 7 
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| Title "F now treat of, ſuch 2s by * makipg thereof th 
Lord Jeſus may be glorified, and oy Sing td þ 
ſame the Church may de edified. 


TI have now ſhown what a Law is al cat God's 
Law is good. My next Defign was, 10 treat of the A. 
buſes to be ſhunned, and Uſes to be made of his Law, 
in order to reap the Benefit of its Qu Qual, "Tis men- 
tioned with great Honour, becauſe of its Holineſs ; and 
called £004, notourly good met good, when com- 
ed with any human | it is a criminal 
Action to make a bad Uſe of * £0 9 A Tha. . 
Thave already adverted, nh, there is nothi & in the, 
Text t to be underſtood, as if ah Laws could be chan- 
ged in their Nature, by the r of perverſe ſud-. 
5 che Dilobedience of 1 , Or eden norance aud 
ror of, thoſe who apply the Law; but ch that which is 
od of itſelf, may bakad to us, not in the Nature of 
6 Thing but through our own Default, when tis 


not ul awſul , as wh : Man breaks the Law, or 
ſecs it: Ane in the an Abuſe of the Law i * 
Beld 0 8 0 of the *. Ne lays a Man 


the P enalty, of mak im obnoxious to Puni oh 

In order therefore t explain the Suppoſition, or il- 
luſtrate the Caution contained in the Text ; my Pur- 
pole is, to apply it to a Man in ſome ſeveral Views 


, a moral Li 


The Law then is good, if a Man u We it Jarufully 
as an Later preter or Preacher, as a Subjeft ur Hearer, 


as @ Parry to a Cauſe, as an Advocate for his Client ; 
an as.4 Fudge on the Bencb. 
<4 uſe it e in explaining the Precept, in 


app g it your to Purpoſes, in obeying the 
Yate, 81 a Perfo ce, in pleadin for 
ſes, in exac ns 5 N 1 4 


1 he 1 e it af, as an Interpreter or Prea- 
KY Twi: po not to $6 own Underſtanding, on 
pend on the Judgment of his Fellow-incerpreters ; If 

ag ws. the Meaning of his 
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reign power for the pk of 78 or to obtain an In- 
ter pretation; and, if they did 0 concerning human 


ings Low my web. Nod baye &{ the . of the 
to cry, Open thou mi es, thas 4 
N bo 03 Bow Nm * * 

Bar. to proceed with, the Illuſtration if be uſe. it 
lazefully as, an Interpreter, that is, "I be ſearch the 
Jo ipt 1 3p and compare them, as did the Bereans.; 

he ſhew the Extent and exceeding Breath of God's 

W, that it reaches to the Thoughts and Imaging 
tons of Mans Heart; it be aim at convincing his 
Bare that his carnal Heart can never Huter to 

od's Yo nor, without a regenerating Ch ange, b 
reconciled to it; That a ne Heart be muſt have, a 
that ſuch is the 'Gift of free Grace, 

If the Interpreter. aim at pointing accurately to rothe 
Marches or Limits of Laws in relation to 185 er; 
if be incroach not by his Explicaton of one IN 

g 


the Bounds of another, or explain not one 
the Prejudice of another. 
at 9 direct his Hearer to him 40 is the End of t] 
oy Jer Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth:: 
"how the Uſe of the Law in reſpect to. the Golpel 
+ the Author of both, even that it is a Schoolma- 
ſter to brivg Men to Chriſt, as it convinces of Sin, 
chaſtiſes for Sin by the T kin of a guilty Mind, 
ſhuts up a Man. unto the 
If he ſhow bis k earer 102 the Law bears the t- 
e of its Author, as being ho/y, juſt and gad; and, 
that th it condemns us, it i do not ach us 2 
N to this Rule him 
be Rh ice, aß well as in n 
ing; if be is an Example. to Belieyers in Word 
Cur —.— 5 Wor and Ln, 15 Hrs. 
that he can fication the R. 
neſs of We de Lund 1 Cn x 
vehemently to in ow 
* an unprofitable Servant. 
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II he deliver the Doctrine of the Law purely, not 
mixing his own Imaginat ions, not reaching for Vo- 
Fyines the Commandments of Mex. 

If he teach not the Zaw merely, or only, in a habi- 
tual Neglect of the Goſpel: If he concen! wor Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs within Bis Heart, nor God's Loving- 
kindneſs in imputing it. 

If he teach the Subjects the acceptable Manner of 
Obedience, that tis humble and ſelf-denied ; if be 
teach the Obedient the Method of Acceptance, that 
Per/dns and Performances are accepted in Chr 4 
the Beloved, & new and living Way ; if he teac 
Tran{pgrefſors what is the meritorious Cauſe of 
Acquittance and Remiſſion, even Chrilt's Obedience 
unto Death, the Merit of his Blood. I ask them that 
deſire to be Teachers of the Law, and habitually omit 
the Doctrine of the Golpel, Is it not the daily Practice 
of thoſe who profes the Knowledge of the Civil and 
Municipal Laws, and are Advocates by Office, to ad- 
viſe their Clients how to claim that which is their Right 
or Property, and how to be cleared or efcape the Ri- 
gour of Law when they have done Wrong, and in- 
curr'd a Penalty? The Lawiers in the neigtibovring 
Nation are from this Part of their Practice called Cor: 
cals, as with us their Appearance at the Bar denomi. 
_ nates them Advocates. How defective then are tho{ 
Preachers, comparacively conſidered, in the Diſtharge 
of their Office to guilty Men, while they daily teach 
the Law, but ſeldom or rarely ſhow their Heaross in 
'whoſe Merit it is that they can be accepred, nor i 
whoſe Righteouſneſs they can be acquirted 5 Such 
Teachers of the Law may fear the riſing up of 
thoſe Gentlemen in Joc ment againſt them, ſecing 
they perform their Office ſo much more perfectly a 
Time and Things temporal than they do as to Thiugs 
not ſeen and eternal. 

Moreover, he Law is good, if the Interpreter r 
Preacher w/e it lauſully, as not extending the Do- 
ctrine thereof ſo as to encroach upon the Tine, and 


Room or Place of the Goſpel, as if Men had at in 
* | „ 


$5 | 
their. Power to obey God's Commands perfectly an 
this Life, as if they were not already under; th 
Sentence of Death ſor breaking the Law, and as 1 
they could now eſcape by the Deeds of the Law, ot 
be abſolved from the Penalty, for obeying che Pre- 
cope 2 „ er 
De Law is good, if a Man te it lawfully; 
that is, if the A miſapply it not as to 
Perſons or Purpoſes; if he level it not by falſe 
Gloſſes, as if it were againſt the Righteous upon 
the one Hand, and if he do not milinterprete it, as if 
it favoured the Lawleſs and Diſobedient on the other 
Hand: For, as Satan transforms himſelf into an An- 
el of Light, ſo he teaches Men to practiſe and plead 
2 Vice, under the Colour or Pretext of Virtue, and 
to reproach Virtue under the Name and Title of Vice. 
here is no Want of ſuch as call Evil Good, and Good 
vil; and put Darkneſs for Light, aud Light for 
Darkneſs, Ila. v. 20. „ Fs 569 
But, to ſum up this Account, the Jawful Uſe of 
ie Law upon the Preacher*s Part is, to uſe it do&ri- 
nally; as a Means to reſtrain from Sin, as a Bridle or 
Reſtraint to the Sinner, as a Directory to Holineſs, to 
hold it out es a Light to Mens Feet, but not to 
prove that a Man for Obedience Sake may expect 
iſe. Holineſs is the Way to the City of Habitation, 
but not he Gate by which the Fuſt ao enter. It is an 
Honour peculiar to the Mediator to be the Door by 
which Men can enter in. 5 
The Law is alſo well uſed as an Argument or Means 
to convince of Sin, as a Glaſs wherein a Man may ſee 
his Deformity and Corruption, as a Sentence wherein 
2 Sinner may hear the Terrors of Condemnation : And 
thus the Preacher can improve it as a Monitor 
or alarming Means to excite his Hearer to put on 
Chriſt's: Righteouſneſs, as that only which can pro- 
tect him from Suffering, and cover his Shame. 
If the Interpreter or Preacher thus uſe the Law, 
be does it lawfully ; he acquits himſelf in his Office 
agreeably to its End, and teaches the Law like a Mini- 
der of the Goſpel, —oo 240 


1 | | 

24%, The Law #s is f 
$8 4 Sy or Hearer; chat fs, H be hate not Infiru- 
Rion, if he caſt not theſe Words b#Hind his Back, 


F he repoſite the Law in his Memory, if be hide the 
Word in his Heart, if he ho cle 2 in his Jadg- 
ment, as h Job juſt and * 2 not the 
Truth in ghteouſneſs ve the Law, in his 
et Keen its ce ghreoaſaeſs practically in 
prefer ſt as ule to All Human Laws, 
When there is a Competitions belle it bettet to obey 
God than Man. 
If he N it as in Gratſtude to Bebefactor that can- 
ted, 45 in Subjection to à Lord and Matter 
Hints be 1 hd in Love to a Lawgiver that 
cannot be equalled : II he be humble and ſelf-denied in 
bis Oteihene, not acrificing to his own Ne bi 
burnirg Incetice to his own Drag, not pretending % 
find the Original of true Virtue arid Goodneſs in bus 


in his natural Powers or Paſſions; for to pxęt bh is 


aßreat 1. % ee Ving, inſtead of. 


e to be ture-lipht, 1225 

the Goſpel- i ys, 2 1 

inn. +, Aa further, 

e vv 4, , » ſe 2255 2 

receive it as delivered b & by th 93 1 ator, no 

imagining, hot pre . ce e . 

Him arty ood, ing fr * * K Ae e 

be meritorious by 4 mp lance tis goody If | Mr 

* in it as the Way o nancy; bo: * if N acknowledge 
ae BN if he n ot that His own 

the Door. 


A el 
p he view the Latitude of 1 Pita 455 confel 
Himſelf by Nature a Priſoner to nalty 3 if, in Fear 
Execution, he look unto Telus to 155 bin free ; if he 
ule not the Law ag a F of Works, whereof be 
could row petſorm the Condition and live A it; If he 
pretend riot to obey, in his own Strength, or be _accep- 
| *; in his own Righteouſneſs, or eſcape the Penalty 
ot his perſonal Obedience to the Precept. FY 
; | 34), 
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| 33. 
If he uſe it lawfully as a Party to a Cauſe. 

To uſe the Law lawfully in this Inftance, is to cons 
ſider, (.) What it permits or prohibites a Man to do 
in making Demands upon others, or as ſtanding on the 

efence ; and in both Caſes to eye the Law of Love, 
and walk according to this Rule, Matth. vii. 12. 
All Things whatſoever ye would that Men ſnould 40 
t0 you, do ye even ſo to them: For this is the Lau 
and the Prophets, As alſo, the Law is, in this In- 
ſtance, lawfully uſed, hen a Men follows Peace in the 
Manner wherein he proſecutes or demands that which 
is his Right and Property, and uſes not the Law litigi- 


y. 
12. To uſe it lawfully in ſuch a Capacity, is not to 
roſegute Claims, in virtue of human Laws, beyond the 


imits gf Juſtice, or not to pretend to Claims of Right © 


by virtue of - Civil or Municipal Laws, when thoſe ate 
not conformable or agreeable to the Divine Law; ſor 


it is the Standard or Rule whereby to know that. 


which is right, and the Teſt or Touchſtone whereby 

ta diſcexgn that which is wrong; and if Men do nog. 
ſo uſe it, it is not uſed lawſully, 0 

.(3-).To. uſe it Jawfully in this Caſe is, not to in- 
ſiſt in Claims of Right and Property, to the Prejudice 

of Mercy and Charity; of not to offend againſt the 

Latter, by infiſting rigorouſly in the Former. "This 

we are taught by what the Lord ſaid to a Servant deal- 
ing rigorouſly with a Fellow-Servant, Match. xvili. 
32, 33» | 
It " Claimant has tranſgreſſed in the Abuſe of Law 
on his Part, the Reſpondent is under a Law not to 
return one Injury for another; and both are to have 
a ſtrict Regard to Truth, not pretending to Claims of 
Right, or any Title in Law, by falſe Allegations in 
Points of Fact; nor to exact a Penalty, where there 
is no. real Tranſgreſſion of a Precept, nor Breach- of 
Paction or Truſt. 


. athly, The Law is good, if 4 Man uſe it lawfully 


as an Aduocate for his Client. Se Bt 
Ido not here . treat of Law as a Science, but 


conſidered 


3 


8 

conſidered chiefly as a, Precepr. Lawiers themſelves 
' know beſt what is decent and becoming in the Diſ- 

14 charge of their Truſt: And as the Office of an Ad- 
#1 ; vocate is honourable ; ſo, with us, it is magnified by 


many learned Gentlemen of the Faculty, who are orna- 
mental, as well as uleful and neceſſary to their Nation. 
| Bur, ſeeing the Apoſtle in my Text ſpeaks not only of 
| the oh „ of the Divine Law, but alſo of the Know- 
71 1 ledge of that Law, and of the Goodneſsvf it as known, 
| as alſo of the lawful Uſe of that Knowledge, it is not 
1 from my Purpoſe as a Preacher, to treat of the lawful 
„ Uſe of Few as a Sience, in Conformity to the Divine 

by x Law or Precept ; and of that Science as practiſed either 

| 


in the Office of an Advocate or Judge. I am now 
bl upon the Former, being next to view the Latter. 

. Agreeably therefore to my Text, I take notice, 
4 | that the Aavocare uſes his Science Zaufully, in rela- 


tion to the Divine Law, when he ſhows his Client 
whether that Municipal Law upon which he can found 
his Claim is juſt and good, and whether his Pretenſions 
are juſtly founded in that Statute: The Advocate is 
n Council or Judge for hisClient, in the firſt Inſtance ; and 
W has itmuch in his Power, by his Conſultation,to prevent 
1 the Iniquity of a covetous or ambitious Client in de- J 
_ == manding, and of an ignorant or corrupt Judge in de- 
| ciding, who either knows not, or cares not to uſe 
the Law lawfully. 
And, next, the Advocate uſes the Law lawfully, if, Ill 5 
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f 
1 when at the Bar, he plead the Cauſe of Tyuth and 1 
1 Na viewing the moral Precepts as the prime K 
ll ule of his Practice in Law as a Science; and thus his 
60. Pleading is beautified with a Conformity in Part to I © 
a him who ſpeaks in e + as an Advocate, as 
ſ well as a Judge: For, becauſe he ſatisfied Juſtice, he N 


interceeds for our Eſcape; and, as having made a Pur- I - 
chaſe, he asks that we may enjoy, or craves that his 0 
People be put in Poſſeſſion. 5 * 
aving now ee. the Suppoſition, made in the 
Text, to the Diſcharge of the Advocate's Office, 


paſſing that, I go next to view what Alpect the TRE 1* 
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has upon thoſe who uſurp that Office, and tho not veſted 
with it, do take upon them by Word or Writ to plead the 
Cauſe of human Laws when theſe interfere with the Di- 
vine, or of Civil and Municipal Laws when ſuch do in- 


croach upon the ſpiritual 3 and Immunities of the 


Church. This is to deal with the Divine Law very uniaw- 
fully, as being conſtructively an Attempt to make the 
Commanament of none Effect in favour of human Con- 
ſtitutions: And as this cannot be innocent in any, ſo 
the Aggravations of this Guilt do ſtill rife higher, or 
become more hainous, in Men veſted with Eccleſiaſtick 
Offices, than in others, if they, to ſerve the Intereſts 
of a Party, gratify a Paſſion, or, to promote ſome 
3 Projects, do ſo practiſe; yea, even while they 
themſelves acknowledge ſuch Statutes to be aggrieving 
to Conſcience, and injurious to the ſpiritual Interelts 
of ſacred Society, and yet, notwithſtanding ſuch Ac- 
knowledgments, not only do ſuch Things :hemſelves, 
but take Pleaſure in ve that do them; or, to ex- 
preſs it in the Terms of the Prophet, Hof. v. 11. do 
approve of thoſe who willingly or of Choice walk af. 
er ſuch Commanaments. © 

It, I ſaid, The Law is good, if a Man uſe it lau- 
fully. as a Fudge. | 

This is an Inſtance of Morality, no leſs brightnin 
to his Character, than beneficial to the CER 
or his Country; but the Reverſe of that Conduct is a 
great Evil to both. | 

At this Period tis fit I take Notice, according to the 
Text, That he who fits upon a Judgment-ſeat, needs 
know that the Law, according to which he decides, is 
good, or conſonant to the Juſtice of the ſupreme Law; 


as alſo to be able to compare the competing Cauſes, 


and the Conformity or Diſconformity of either to the 
Rule of Deciſion : Otherwiſe, if he decide ignorantly, 
he cannot decide innocently ; Zeal, when not accor- 
ding to Knowledge, is not acce table, and Deciſions of 
N cannot be approvable: A Deciſion upon 
a 
and how can he be ſaid to act judiciouſſy, Who knows 
E 2 not 


iw betwixt contending Parties is called Judgment; 
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Fot the Conformity { the ſubordinate Statute to the 
ſupreme Law, nor what Relation the-competing Cau- 
ſes have to the Statute? And, if he decide without or 
againſt ſuch Knowledge, he uſes not the Law lawfully, 
neither the Divine nor Human Laws. | 

If a Man be ſure that a Law is Divine or of God, 
he is ſure that it is good; but human Statutes need to be 
tried by the ſupreme Law of Righteouſneſs, when a 
Man is to form his Practice in a private or publick Capa- 
city; becauſe Men are fallible, tho? they did not intend 
to eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law, is true, the Law- 
jers ſay, That a Judge is not a Moderator of the Laws 
according to which he is to judge, but a Miniſter to 
them; and ſo is concerned to form his Deciſions upon 
them, But then, when this Rule is applied, the Ho- 
nour of the Application is firſt due unto God, and to 
his Law; for a Magiſtrate is the Miniſter of God to 
#hem for Good: And, if the Preference is not given 
to his Law in Judgment, Men uſe it not lawfully. 

All I intend to ſay further upon the Office of a 
Judge is reducible to this Sum, That Eccleſiaſtick 
Judges do ule the Law laufully, when they hold ta 
the Law and the Teſtimony, not truckling to Mini- 
ſters of the State in making or applying Eccleſiaſtick 
Statutes ; and when Civil Judges do, in their Admi- 
niſtration and Deciſions, eye the Good of the 

Church. . 
| 10 As it is the ſpecial and prime Concern of Over- 
ſeerS of the Church, to pleaſe im who called them to 
de ſpiritual Soldiers or Officers in the ſpiritual Army, 
2 Tim. ü. 4. ſo it is oblerved that Men-pleaſers in the 
Church do ſeldom acquire much Honour by their 
Practice in Politicks, and that they are attended with 
little Succeſs in ſuch Services to the State, but fall often 
into Contempt, as neglecting their Truſt, miſ-ſpending 
their precious Time, and —— their Talents 
to the proper Ends of their Office. 

2, As to Civil Judges, theſe do "uſe the Law 
tawfully, when they aim at promoting Jernſalem? 
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Good in their Adminiſtration ; for, if the Civil Ma- 
trate is the Miniſter of G to Mon, in general, 
or Good, Rom. xiii. 4. doubtleſs he is ſo, by his In- 
ſtitution, to the Church, in ſpecial, Thus are Magi- 
ſtrates directed by the Precepts given them, and thus 
is it promiſed to the Church concerning them; Kings 
ſhall be thy Nurſing-fathers, and Qucens thy Nur 

ing mot hers, Iſa. xlix. 23. | 

A Promiſe often fulfilled in grand Inſtances to th 

Church, ſometimes to the Jus, ſometimes to the 
Gentiles : To the firſt in the Days of the reforming 
Kings of Judab, who reſtored the Intereſts of Reli- 
gion by a Reformation, when the Prieſts had almoſt 
loſt all Senfe of the Value of inſtituted Worſhip, and 
all Care of the Temple OEconomy, and had been 
ready to give up with any Part of the Inſtitution, 
in Complement to, or Compliance with, the dege- 
nerate Kings and Princes; pretending, no — 
for ſo doing, That this was the proper Means ſor 
a keeping the Peace of the Church, in thus cultivating 
k 2 Harmony and Concord with the State. Under Co- 
70 tour of this Pretence, as appears, Urijah the Prieft 
i- BY Prepared an Altar of a Faſhion with that which 
k King Ahaz bad ſeen ar Damaſcus and ſent bim, 
i- who had it ready againſt the King came Home, 
de 2 Kings. xvi. 10, 11, 12. Thus probably the Prieſts 
apologized to the objecting Remnant of the People, 
r- | who were aſhamed and aggrieved, we may think, to lee 
to them ſo frank in their Compliances. | 8 
y, Nee, As to the Church conſidered as ſince Chriſt 1 
ne came, who is over all God bleſſed for ever ; thole if 
ir | Chriſtian Emperors and Kings, Who have acted zea- '_ a 
th il louſly in Defence of the Faitb once delivered to the = 
en Saints, not pretending to Dominion over their Faith, | | 
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g do ſtand fam'd in Hiſtory as fo many Fulfilments of 
ts the foreſaid Promiſe, And all thoſe Kings who in any 
Age have moſt uſed their Sword as a 'Terror to the 


w i Breakers of God's Law within their Kingdoms, and | 

2's have leaſt uſed the Sceptre in making any interfering | 

od | Eaws for the Church, leaving her to the free Enjoyment ; 
; £ Ll "Id ot :>*0 | q 
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of ſpiritual Privileges, have had the loudeſt Acclas 
mations of the People, as worthy of the Honours 
belonging to the Crown, 1 8 9 8 

And ſo ſtrong is the Impreſſion, ſo bright the Evi- 
dence of this Truth, That the Civil Magiſtrate is by 
his Adminiſtration and Deciſions to maintain the 
Rights and Privileges of the Church, that, in ſome 
Places, where the Government is much arbitrary, and 
the Prerogative far - extended, the Diſcipline of the 
Church is countenanced according to her Kind and the 
Conſtitution ; ſo that the Sentences of Civil Judges in 
the inferior Courts do not interfere with it, nor are 
there ſuch Sentences paſt in Prejudice of it. * 

When Civil Courts paſs Sentences interfering with 
that which is properly Eccleſiaſtick Power, they break 
in upon that Order of Things which God hath eſta- 
bliſhed in the World, joining thoſe Concerns which 
he hath ſeparated, and ſeparating thoſe Rights and 
Intereſts which he hath joined, This is an Evil un- 
der the Sun, manifeſt to Obſervation, grievous to Ex- 
perience, indecorous as well as injurious to Society, 
and unſeemly to be ſeen ; which readily comes to pals 
in Conſequence of another Evil, to wit, when Folly 
is ſet in great Dignity; which, a wiſe and inſpired 
King ſays, is an Error which proceedeth from the 
Ruler, Eccl. x. 5, 6. | 


In the aſt Place, I go to take a View of the Con- 
ſequences of this Article of the Apoltle's Knowledge, 
T0 the Law is good, if @ Man uſe it lawfully. 
And, . 6 : 

Firſt, Seeing the right Uſe of the Law as a Divine 
Command, is not only to teach and learn Juſtice from 
it, but alſo to alarm the Tranſgreſſor of the Precept, 
to flee from the Penalty, to him who is the End of 
the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that belicu- 
eth; And, ſeeing an Abuſe of the Law is a Breach 
of the Law, how guilty mult they be in the Preacher's 


Office, who habitually negle& to uſe it for that Ka 


0 * Domat of publick Law, Book 1, Tit. 19, 
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End, and deſire to be Teachers of the Law, ſo as to 
ip 
8, and diſagreeable to their Name, while called 


Preachers of the Golpel ; fo is it a Sinning againſt 
their own Souls, and thoſe of their Hearers, while 
they neglect to preach Chriſt the Saviour, having 


the Goſpel committed to their Truſt, 1 Tim. i. 1. In 


which Caſe, to conceal Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, and 


God's Loving-kindneſs in imputing it, is a Murdering 


of Souls under Truſt, in fo far as they conceal the 


King's Act of Indemnity ; and to murder under Truſt, 


is, with us, called ſtatutory Treaſon, or Treaſon againſt 


the Statute. 


As this deſective Manner of Teaching is compara- 
tively unprofitable to the Hearers in general, who. 
have neither Strength wherein to obey the Law, nor 
Righteouſneſs of their own wherewith to fatisfy for 
Tranſgrefſions ; ſo is it unpleaſant and unacceptable * 
to the better Part, that is, the converted Part, of their 
Hearers: Tis unacceptable to them who have known 
the Terrors of the Lord, and are bently ſet, vehe- 


mently deſirous, to eſcape the Wrath to come; to 
them who have fled for Refuge to lay bold on the 


Hope ſer before them; to them who have taſted that 


the Lord is gracious, that God is good. Unleſs your 
Doctrine have 4a ſeet Savour of Chriſt, and thus 
allure as well as alarm ; unleſs you ſhow them whither 
to flee, as well as put them in Fear ; unleſs you preach 


the Doctrine of Satisfaction as made to Juſtice, as 
well as that of Holineſs and Obedience to the Law, 


Satisfaction to its Demands as well as Submiſſion to the 
Precepts ; unleſs you preach Chriſt's Preciouſneſs and 


infinite Value, as well as the Doctrine of Moral Vir- 
tue; altho* you ſhould treat of the Law ever ſo wiſe- 


ly, deſcribe the Moral Virtues ever ſo juſtly, flouriſh 
upon their Character, and expatiate in their Commen- 
dation ever ſo eloquently ; were your Oratory rapid 
and fluent as Cicero's the Roman, or {lower and | ay 
is Molbo's the Athenian, they will be ready to ſay > 


lect or omit to preach the glad Tidings of the Go- 
od ? As this Omiſſion is moſt unbecoming their Of- 
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wit hotit Salt 2 or is there any Taſte in tbe White of 
an Egg! Job vi. 6, 3 ' | 
Vou cannot ſtand high in their Eſteem, nor be dear 
to-their Hearts in the Management of yqur Truſt, un- 
leſs you praiſe Chriſt's Perſon, notify his Commiſſion, 
declare his Offices, and affirm his Alſufficiency to 
ſave : Unleſs you commend his Grace, extol his Righ- 
teouſnels, proclaim his Welcome, and in his Name 
offer his Mercy to all that are willing, altho' they 
may acknowledge you. Preachers by. Permiſſion of 
holy Providence, yet they find not in their Hearts to 
acknowledge that you are ſuch by rhe Commandments 
of God the Saviour, to uſe the Apoſtle's Stile at the 
Dognning. of: this Epiſtle: 8 
Nothing lefs can pleaſe thoſe. believing Hearers, 


than to have their Conſciences made peaceful by the 


Merit of Chriſt's Blood, their Hearts warm in his 
Love, theis.Souls.joyful in his Praiſe, and their Spirits 
revived in Hope of living for ever in his Preſence : 
And it is by. Means of che Doctrine of Chriſt's Death 
and Reſurrection, that the Spirit of Life moulds them 
into ſuch a holy and happy. Frame, fo bliſsful a Diſpo- 
ſition ; . Received ye the Spirit, ſays the Apoltle, by 
bo Works. of the Law, or by the Hearing of Fauh ? 
- lids 3, . E 
But in Deſence of thoſe, who, under the Name of 
reaching the Goſpel, confine their Doctrine habitual- 
ly ta the Law, it is pled,  x/?, That to preach the Law 
of Chriſt, is to. preach his Golpel. 4 
To this I anſwer, That to preach the Law as given 
by the Hand of a Mediator, enjoining a practical Ex- 
preſſion of a ſincere Reſpect to his Commandments, 
in Sign and Token of Reconciliation and Friendſhip, 
and in Gratitude to him for. delivering us from the 
Penalty: of. the Law, by fulfilling all Righteouſneſs for 
us ; and in Gratitude to his Father, for ſending ſuch a 
NDeliverer ; this is Goſpel, the Subſtance of the glad 
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che Sermon, Can. rhar which it unſavonry be. eaten. 
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"It the * explain the des ur pn only as 
Men how to walk becomingly in Depen- 
dence on 5 nty, and in Subj — 4 to Divine 
Authority; but alſo how to walk thankfully to God 
in Chriſt, as having reconci le the World to himſelf; 
no to walk orderly, forward and upward to <njoy 
him; how to walk conformably to him, or as Chri 
alſo walked, as being the Way to the Place where the 
Reliever deſires to be for ever with him: And if at 
a, oe Tins. 1 — his Hearers to you 1 4 
pendently, expecting an Admiſſion 
into that Place only by the Gate of Chriſt's Righte- 
; this is Goſpel, But, 


"te # the "the 'Conculmene of thoſe Ends and Mo2 


tives, and of that Caution, that we find Fault, accor 

ding i to the Apoltle's Scope in the Context. So \ ther, 
upon the other Hand, to deliver the Doctrine of Mo- 
lis. is a ptofound Silence of every Thin 
. of the Goſpel-report and Grace of dy 
Jeſus Chriſt, without the lealt Warning that Ji 
cation cannot be had by our perſonal Obedience, with- 
out ſhowing in whoſe Strength itis that Men can obey, 
in whoſe Righteouſneſs ſincere Aims can be accepted, 
or for whoſe? Sufferings and Sacrifice 'Tranſgreſſors can 
be acquitted ; this is not Goſpel. _ 

I obſerve to you, that, when the Moral Law was 
delivered by Moſes, he delivered it with an Evangelical 
Preface, in Words of a N Significancy'in re Seu 
to the great Deliveranceto pected by the 1M 
and at that Period he alſo taug Tory the People the — 
monial Law, 2 in As ure was full of Goſpel, as 
I bave hinted alread 3 when any ſuch as are 
veſted with the Office of Preachers of the Golpel un» 
der the New-Teſtament Diſpenſation, do teach the 
Mort * as abſtraRedly from the Goſpel, as I have 
ſuppoſed, they are not pro properly called Ig Prechersy 
but rather may be called ig N irregular, aeſective 
FN For th not as 7 Fews, ſecing 

the —— not the Ob G of the Ceremonial LA 
a they „ . 


| 42 3 . 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſheſs ; neither 
ode ** lor he is —— already Sa End, who 
is God over all, and we need not wait for another. 
Nor do they preach. as Chriſtians ; for they omit the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel contained in the faithfu! 
Saying, that Chriſt- came into the World, as in the 
15 v. of this Chapter, So that, on the Suppoſi ion 
I have made, the Reading a Portion of Scripture as 
their Text, is almolt all that in the Office of Preachers 
they. have of Conformity to either: And to perform 
thus, makes a Man appear as a Coumterſeit in the 
Preacher's Office. Hr 
In teaching the Doctrine of Morality, ſuch Preachers 
are often far exceeded by the Heathen Moraliſts, ex- 
cepting when they reſume their Sayings ; for ſome of 
thoſe Writers do recommend themſelves for an Exact- 
neſs of Thought or Judgment, Sprightlineſs of Ima- 
gination, and Eloquence of Expreſſion, rarely to be 
matched, or ſeldom to be equalled, and but for a Won- 
der to be, by the Moderns, exceeded, | 
They, with an ingenious Uſe of Figures and ſtrong 
Alluſion, with ſuch Knowledge and in ſuch Sentiments 
as they had, did recommend lome moral Virtues as a 
Means of preventing a little Uneaſineſs within, and In- 
conveniencies without, as wholeſom for Nature, as 
encouraging to Invention or Art, as profitable to Men 
in their preſent State, as conducive. to the Ends of ci- 
vil Society, as healthful for the Body, as friendly to 
One's outward Eſtate, as railing his Fame and Reputa- 
tion, and as outwardly decent in his Life and Manners : 
Plato, Seneca or Cicero could flouriſh thoſe Argu- 
ments to the Life, or with great Vivacity. But if Ge 
veſted with the Office of the Preacher do carry the Mo- 
tives of Conformity and Obedience to God's Law no 
farther, if he direct to Ends no higher, if he adduce 
Reaſons no ſtronger, he but deceives himſelf and his 
Hearers, forfeits the Honour of his Office, and betrays: 
his Truſt; for he uſes not the Law according to the 
Directions and Ends of the Goſpel, if he urge not the 
Study of Holineſs, if he excite not to new 


* 


O Wk. | 
as in Gratitude to ſo great a Deliverer, in Conformity 
to ſo glorious a Head as Chriſt, in Compliance with the 
Ends of Redemption; in Deſire to dwell with the Re- 
deemer, and as believing that Holineſs becomes them that 
have fo lively a Hope, and diſpoſes or makes Men meet 
ro partake of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. 
And in this Goſpel the Believer is diſſwaded from pollu- 
ting himſelf by the Practice of Sin, becauſe he is wa- 
_ with fo precious Blood, and inhabited by the Ho- 

pirit. Be, 

"ow 24ly, They that defire to be Teachers of the 
Law do pretend, in Defence of their Manner of Preach- 
ing, to ſtand in the Shadow and imicate the Practice 
of the Apoſtle Zames, who, ſay they, inſiſts moſtly 
il not altogether, upon the Doctrine of the Law and 
good Works: And, How then can Men find Fault 
with us, and be innocent as to him, or eſcape the 
2 — Guilt againſt the Character of the inſpired 
Apoſtle | 

o this I anſwer, frf, That they much injure the 
Apoltle, when they pretend to imitate his Pattern by 
their Practice; which I may ſhow, by adducing ſome 
Inſtances of that Apoſtle's Doctrine. | 

At the Beginning of his Epiſtle, he tells the Tribes 
ſcattered abroad, to whom he writes, That he is to de- 
liver his Doctrine touching the Law as he had recei- 
ved it — 5 of 2 1 mn 2 2 
Diſperſea of Iſtael; and he by the Spirit calls Jeſus 
ORD. the LORD. J 

In the 2d and zd Verſes, he ſhows, that the Way 
of Providence, in exerciſing their Patience ſo much, 
was of Deſign and Purpoſe to try their Faith, and ſhow 
the-World that it was not dead, but operative, as 
continuing them in Union with Chriſt the living Head, 
under Influence of the Spirit. % 

In the 6th v. he ſhows that the only ſuccesful 
Way of addreſſing God is by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only Mediator *twixt God and Mn. 

In the x2th v. he refers to the Communion-diſcour- 
ſes that had paſt betwixt Jſeſus and the Diſciples, 

0 F 2 wherein 


ky whos. be had n and its 


Effects; as allo Kier Love to him, as the 
Pulſe of Faith ; for Faith worth . the 
481 tesches them to expect the C f Liſe as 
of Grace to them that love 1 


; In the 18th v. he teaches the Doctrine of 5 Grace, 
or God's Good-will toward Men ; and of Regeneration 
as the Effect thereof; and of the N Glory 

© which is ma them who are thus changed by Grace: 
— 3 e, We are the Firſt-fruits of his. Crea- 


org of the 2d Chapter be affirms 
the eder of Dogon Divine Nature, — his Relation 
to us in the Mediatory Office and human Nature, 
calling him our Lord 12 Chriſt, and Lord of Gay. 
And withal he forbids Reſpect of Perſons in Chr 
ſpiritual Kingdom, as, not being decent in the * 
niſtration, becauſe *cisjnot ent with the Faith of 
that free Grace which eltabliſhed the OEconomy, or 
fixed the Conſtitution, 
In James iv. 8. he exhorts Sinners ts waſh Heart 
and. Hangs, no doubt, by Means of Faith in Chrilt's 
Blood, and in the Efficacy of the ſanctiſying Spirit. 
In the 5th Chap. the Apoſtle concludes with the 

Doctrines of 8 with God by Faith in n. 

and of the Converſion of Men. 

Tis particularly noticeable, that the Apoſtle ſi 
of the Law, which he has in View, ls it t ay — 
f Liberty, Jam. i. 25. Jam. ii. 12. And whether 

is be underſtood of the Law by which the Lord Jeſus 
directs his freed Menſwhat Way to hold, going home 
to the promiſed Land, after he has delivered them from 


the Houſe of Bondey e; 22 or of the great Goſpel-law 
of peg ry be gt * vlog God. in the Exer- 
ciſe of that N the Believer was 


made free: In oc of theſe Views, tis evident that 

the Apoſtie treats of the Law, which is the Subject of 
his Diſcourſe, evangelically; or in a Manner becoming 

one who was a Miniſter en roms — 
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fore them, in this Practice or Manner of Preachi 
as their Pattern; That it is amiſs to conſider the 


for Reproof, for Correction, 


thus 


m his Practice 9 OG 
, I anſwer to their Pretence of ſetting hi 


iſtle of James, as if it were apart or 
he Scriptures are to be viewed as one con 


ler the 
— Text, 


SIE 
anot : as 7 
were inſpired; and, while the Bay ol Fry 


to one of them, he well knew what he was to add 
by another, till the Canon was cloſed : And in this 
e 
God, becauſe of the H 
ſeveral Parts of Scri 


and Deſign of the All Scripture is given by 
Inſpiration of God, and is profitable for 2 
G 


octrins, 
Iuſtruct ion f 


hat the Man of 04 1 201. 
teomſueſt, that the | 
2 i. il. 18. So that 2 
James as a Reproot to them who boaſt of a fruitleſa, 


unactive and lonely Faith, not uniting with Chriſt the 
Head, not deriving Influences of Life and Love from 
him to the Heart, and therefore not imploying the 
Hands in his Service and to his Honour, And, ashe 
reproves for entertaining a vain Opinion of a 
dead Faith, the Apoſtle who writes to the Hebrews, 
and Peter who wrote to the ſcattered Strangers 
thro Pontus, Galatia, &c. do fully and —_ 
deſcribe the Nature, illuſtrate the Exerciſe, praite the 
Object, and ſhow the Effects of a lively and juſtifying 
Faith; and betwixt thoſe two Epiſtles that of the 


to read 
from 


Toh v. 39. And if a Man obey this Command, if a 

eader ſearch the ſacred Text, he cannot miſs abundant 
Mention made of. the Myſtery of Godlineſs, in the 
ſeveral Parts or Views thereof, God mani feſſed in the 
Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirit, ſeen of Angels, preached 
umto the Gentiles, believed on in the World, and re- 
ceived up into Glory, 1 Tim. hi. 16. In the great 
Extent of this Field the rich Treaſure is hid, the 
Pearl of great Price is to be found : There we are 
informed of the Eternity of Chriſt's Generation, the 
Contents of his Commiſſion, the deaſonableneſs of his 
Birth, the Holineſs of his Life, the Perſection of his 
Righteouſneſs, the Merit of his Death, the Power of 
his Reſurrection, the Succeſs of his Interceſſion, the 
Certainty of his Return, and the Benefit which re- 
ſults to his People from all. 

How diſagreeable then is that Manner of Teaching, 
which the Apoſtle finds Fault with, unto the ſacred 
Text? if we view it in the Relation of the Parts ac- 
cording to Propriety : For, if the Preacher inſiſts on 
the Doctrine of the Law to the Period of his Diſcourſe, 
making no Mention of Chriſt as the End of it for 
Righteouſneſs, nor of our Need of him for that End; 
— if he uſe not the Law as a School-maſter to bring 
Men to Chriſt, he falls ſhort of the chief End of his 
Doctrine, and cannot excuſe himlclf as having a De- 
ſign to do theſe Things next Sabbath. day, or ſome- 
time afterwards. For, when he preaches To-day, he 
knows not if ever he do it again; and he may have 
Hearers one Day, yea, ſuch as have much felt Need to 
hear the Doctrine of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for juſti- 
fication, who will never hear him another Day, were 
he to preach ever ſo oft during the Currency of his 
Time: AND THEREFORE it is becoming, in the 
Diſcharge of his Office from Day to Day, to ſhew the 
Ule of rhe Law in Reſpe& to the Goſpel ; and, upon 
every Occaſion of appearing as a Preacher in Chriſt's 
Stead, to call Men from Mount Sinai to Mount Zion, 
once before parting with his Audience, to hear the 
lad Tidings which Jeſus brought thither. 
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. He needs, one Appearance after. another, to ſhow 
his Heaters, not only what to do, but what they have 
already deſerved - or that they are naturally undone, 
and how to be reſtored, how to eſcape; or that the 
ane of Sin is tov great for them to bear, and who 

is that can free their Shoulders from it, or on whom 
to caſt it: Not only to ſhow them which Way to 
walk, but that they have already fallen by their Ini- 
quiry, and polluted chemſelves ; and how they may be 
cleanſed, or in what Fountain to ,waſh : Not only to | 
ſhow them that they are Subjects to Divine Authority, | 
but obnoxious to Juſtice, and that tis Chriſt only who | 
can make them free: Not only that the Law is a Rule 
of Life, or Directory to Holinels ; but that, unleſs pl 


walk by Faith in Chriſt the Author of the Goſpel, 1 
leaning entirely unto ' Jeſus, they cannot expect theit | 
latter End to be Peace, or Peace to be on them at ' 
that Period. Wir „ 
TFlaving now replied to theſe. Deſences which they, 
who affect to be Teachers of the Law, do make*for 
themſelves, as pretending to imitate the pot Fames 1 
in his Manner, through the Current of his Epiltle ; 

it is eaſy co expoſe the Weakneſs of ſuch Pretences as i 
are taken from the Irv of ſome polite Doctors of 

the Engliſh Side, for ſuch a deſective Manner of diſ- 
charging the Preacher's Office as here lies open to a 
Reproof, in Conſequence of the Apoſtle's Cenſure paſt 

upon them who affect to teach the Law, in the Room 

or Place of the Goſpel. 

I cannot vindicate ſome of thoſe Divines from this 
heavy Charge: And if it be a guilty Practice in the 
Example, it cannot be innocent in the Imitation; 
whatſoever Abilities, natural or acquired, on the Part 
al ſuch Authors, might have induced others to follow 
them. How often is it ſeen, that the Wiſdom of this 
Worls, in relation to the Myſteries now made known 
to the Church, comet h to nought? One of their moſt 
fam'd Orators in the Preacher's Office makes no 
Mention of the Merit of Chriſt's, Blood in the 
| we "3 7 BF 55 - 2229 el » Directions | 
3 * Nilotſen. 4 2 
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| Friendſhip with God, while he treats of Reconciliation 


( 48 3. 
Directions he gives for obtaining 
Mention of our Need of his 


peace, nor any 
ation in order to 


in a Sermon preached to a publick and honourable 


Audience; and can this his Manner warrant Mens Con- 


formity to it, or can his Example juſtify their Imita- 
tion? I conclude this, obſerving with Regret, — 

dear an Attainment che Preacher makes, 3 

the Engliſh Stile and Manner, at the the Expence of abi 
zally omitting the Goſpel pel Myſteries Subſtance in 
his „While eager in Imitation of ſome ſuch 
Authors. I do not ſay but a _ commendably 
reform his Stile, without preg we precious Sub- 
Rance ; but he needs take ſpecial Care that, in attemp- 
the one, he neglect not the other. And as a 
eng Care of this tendeth to the Edification of the 

carer, ſo doth it refult in the Honour of the Speaker. 

Whatloever Ornaments a. Pulpit-diſcourſe may have, 
— is never truly bright and ſhining, unleſs the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs appear in the Doctrine, unleſs the Ser- 
mon be as a Tabernacle for that Sun; it is not a joyful 
Sound, unleſs the "7 m © hear the Voice of 
Chrilt's Salutation in it, ſaying, J is J; or, Come unto 
me. It is not a ſweet Savour, unleſs his Name be 
therein as Ointmem Fo kr forth, unleſs it ſmell of 
= Roſe of Sharon : It pleaſes not a Believer's Taſte, 
in Propriety of Means, it is not fo conceived, as 


| ar he can zaſte therein that be Lord it gracions. 


The Preacher may as well think to pleaſe the Ear with 
Colours, Fabry 1 with N oy fs foineas a Teſti- 
mony, or probation, 

iſcerning, 2 this. As a precious Chri 

the End of the Law for Rig — uſneſs ee 
that believeth ; as he is the Author of the Goſpel! 
and the End of all its Ordinances, the Author and 
Finiſher of 177 ſo a Sermon never ends well, till it 
end in him; it is not brought to its proper period, til 


it end here. a believing Hearer deſires to be ſound 
Bs Cri, and _— r 
Preacher who _— n K ache 


499 ) 
Diſcourſe, who 7 for him and of him while he 
continues, and falls filent in him when. he concludes, 
that is, ends his Sermon jromes his Perſon, or narra- 
ting his Purchaſe, extolli 
ring his „ or admiring his glorious Grace. 

24ly, If the good Law of God written in the 
Scriptures may, by the Corruption of Mens Minds 
and their Miſmanagement in the Exerciſe of their Mi- 
niſtry, be abuſed to the Prejudice of the Hearers of the 
Goſpel; then, how much do they tranſgreſs both 
inſt the Law and the Goſpel, who reach for Do- 
rines the Commandments of Men, and the Traditions 
of the Elders us neceſſary to be believed and obeyed ? 
A Deſire to teach theſe Dodrines, and to preſcribe 
ſuch Laws, waxed ſtrong and prevailed much in the 
ZFewiſh Church, and _ infeted the Chriſtian 
Church; which Deſire Inclination exerts itſelf 
vigorouſly in ſome to this Day. But the Truth and 
Goodneſs of the Apoſtle's Doctrine in the Context, 
ſhows, that theſe Deſires or this Diſpoſition is bad. 
If Fables and endleſt G ies were ſo unedifying, 
then, what is it that makes them ſo profitable now, 
as to pretend that the Satisfaction of Mens Conſcie 
touching the A Mo Efficacy of Miniſterial A 
miniſtrations in the Church, depends upon them, or 
the Knowledge of them ? If the Apoſtle left Timothy 
at Epheſus o 4 to forbid Men to give Heed to 
theſe traditional Genealogies, as endleſs and unfiniſh- 
able, uncertain and undeterminable ; Why then is the 
Knowledge and Adjuſtment of ſuch traditional Gene- 
alogies in the Church, thought neceſſary to fix the 
Credit of Miniſterial Authority now ? a 
- I obſerve on theſe Genealogies,  _ XP 
1. That the Apoſtle forbids Men to regard them, 
after, } the Pains that had been taken on them, for 
* 


Wide — thar they "were #nd/eſ, and unfiniſtabls 
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. That the were endle 


phe. Freacher; fo wany D 


that is, unfihifhable by 
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erplexing Queſtiars ariſe, in attempting to adjuſt them 
a de can never be finiſhed to Satisfaction : To 
attempt to anſwer one Queſtion, raiſes new Diffi- 
culties, or gives Birth to another; fo that the Genea- 


logiſt,can come to no Determination, not give any 
ſatisfying Reſolution ; he can neither fatisfy bimfelf, nor 
his r or Hearer. There are ſo ſtrong Objections 


to the Evidence at adviſing the Proof of choſe tradi- 
my 2 11 5 7 that there is no R 
to be expected for the Mind by any Deciſion forg 
upon it. The Apoſtle Nys, They are endleſs, and 


7255 wager for godly Edifying, which ? 
_ -24ly, They make not for mg, which is 
in Fal, 1 Tim. i, 4, Altho' they — 1 fmiſhed, 
and the Proof made full, there is no Relevance to a 
Man's Conſcience in them: To depend on theſe Gene- 
alogies, is but to build on the Sand, inſtead of the Rock 
Chriſt, It is not by vertue of Exactneſi in the Com- 
putation of Multitudes or Numbers of Prieſts, Levites 
or Zifhops in their Succeſſion to one another, but b 
the Merit and infinite Value of One who died for at} 
who is the incomparable Biſhop and Shepherd of Souls, 
Chat a Man can find Reſt to his guilty and toſſed Mind, 
and troubled Heart. And, becauſe ſuch vain Pretences 
a were then made for thoſe traditional ies, 
and the Knowledge thereof, tended to withdraw Mens 
aith from the lure Foundation, or to prevent the 
bliſhment of their Faith in bim ; the Apoſtle for- 
bids to give ſo much as Heed to them, notwithſtanding 
that they thought themſelves concerned to be very 
exact in thoſe Reckonin 158 whereby 
the Prieſts and Levites delired to prove he Authority 
of their 8 and oe that 7 td es 
logies or many Years, as a learned Com- 
Fr e. 


Orolicenratho Thing NE areprofirableto Men 


as We Tit. e,with 1 Tim. L A. 
But the Gentlemen, of thar Si Side, who are zealous 
for ſuch Genealogics in the Chriſtian Church — } 
reſolute for a Time to pleaſe themſelves, "I 
2 ſuch N I leave them, and pass 


WT Men ule een in their Man- 
ner treating of it in Publick, or comply not with 
the Scope 2 they fall not in with the gn of it, 
wb 1s, to to bri en to Chriſt; HENCE is Faith 
fo rare in the , in our Part of the World. Men 
afte& to be Teachers of the Law, aud in their Manner 
do not ule it lawfully, that is they aſe not the Holi- 
nels of the Precept as 4 Glaſs wherein to ſhow Men 
their Guilt ; in order next to uſe the Terrors of the 
Penalty, as a Means of exciting them to flee for R 
to the Saviour: But, inſtead thereof, do deliver t 
ine of the Law ſo abſtractedly from Chriſt as the 
dof it for Righteorſneſi, as if Righteouſneſs were 
r 
in bis on Stren an 

his perſonal Rig — or expiate his former 

ffences by * and Aſter- Obedience 
Ti evident, that Moſes did not deliver the Law 
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22 the Moral and 9 Law, ſaw Chriſt's 


p- 7 off, and rejoiced and particularly delivered 
het, ol the Jubilee, in * of his Com- 


ing : He pointed at him, ſaying, The Lord ty Goa 
vill op umto thee, 4 Prophet, from the — 
Nr thy Brerbren Deut. xviii. 1. 
did he forelee hy Day, in delivering the Moral and Ce- 
remonial Law, 


that does not ſet forth typically, either our Need of 

or the Excellency which is in him; the Grace to he 
ht with bin, or the 28 N to be done and 
luffered by him ? SO THA K Mari do now 
nn the Moral or Seeber without * 


aſter this Manner, nor with this Mind; but, in de- 


What Part, what Precept, of theCeremonial ry fel] 
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others le to 'do, 4d 80 
the glorious Perſon in whom the Law has its Fulfil- 
ment, and the guilty Subjects their Sanctuary; One 
is apt to ſay, at lealt ready to think, of his defective 
Manner of preaching, as is ſaid concerning the Un- 
belief of the N foha v. 46. Had thy believed 
Moſes, ſays the Lord, they would have believed me, 
he wrote of me. So a believing Hearer is apt to 

lay within himſelf, of ſuch a Preacher as makes not 
a ſeaſonable Mention of Chriſt's Righteoufneſs in de- 
livering the Doctrine of the Law, Had he believed 
Moſes, he would have preached Chriſt; for Moſes 


wrote of him. O the Hardneſs of his Heart, ho can ex- 


lain the Law in any Precept of it, without directing to 
Him, without high mmendations, loud Praiſes of Him! 
For,agtheCeremonial Law is ſtored with his Excellencies, 
ſo the Moral Law is ſtamped with his Authority, and 
preſaced with a ſpecial Reaſon for his Right to com- 
mand, and an evangelical Motive to obey, Exod. xx. 3. 
Was the Law evangelically preached, how pleaſant- 
ly doth the moſt pinching Part of it, even the Pe- 
-nalty, miniſter to, the Ends of the Goſpel > The 
Equity and Juſtice of Mens Condemnation adds to 
the Joy of their Remiſſion. Every Month is ſtopper, 
and / the World is become guilty before God; and 


therefore, when once the Act of Grace is paſſed, and 


the Abſolution intimated, the lately cloſed Lips do fin 
ſweetly of Chriſt and his imputed Righteouſneſs, 
hen they are once opened, and the Tongue loofed. 

& bly, If the Law be good as a Command, Law is 


' good as a Science. We know, ſays the Apoſtle, hat the 


Law is good. But, 1. The ſanctified Knowledge of 
the Reaſons and Extent of the Moral Law, the Im- 


port and ſpiritual Meaning of the Ceremonial Law, 


the Equity and Ends of the Judicial Law, and the 
proper Uſes of all theſe Laws, are requiſite in the 
reacher's Office, and contribute to great „5 


in the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel. Yea, 2. 


Knowledge of what Civilians have faid in explaining 
ſome of the Roman Lays, contributes much” to- che 


Preacher's 


| 
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4! Deſigns to promote, which need the Means of.a 


NOS LR 
Preather's Aſſiſtance in illuſtrating. ſome Texts 
of Scripture; ' ſuch as their Commentaries on 
the Roman Servitudes and Freedoms, Adoption; 
military Teſtaments and common Wills, Remiſſis 


ons and Indeminities, Things common and petu- 
liar, and on other Titſes of the Civil Law, | under 
which are treated ſuch Matters of civil Concern, as 
have ſome Reſemblance of Things ſacre. 
' 5thly, Seeing the Law of the Lord is good," emi 
nently good or perſect, it follows, that Setitences paſt 
in the Application of ſuch Human Laws as ate incom- 
hir, or not conformable to it, are bad or un- 
e agreeable theſe Sentences may be to that 
tatute —— | which a Judge gave the Deciſiom 
And therefore all Judges, eſpecially thoſe of the Ecle- 
ſiaſticx Kind, who ſit in Courts of 1 — as they 
are called) have need to examine well their own 
by the Law and Teſtimony, before pronouncing; Sen- 
tence;; when he who'ſtands-'at the Bar to his 
Indictment, or anſwers to his Acculation, that his Cart 
to keep à good Conſcience toward God was the Rea- 
ſon, in that Inſtance, of his diſobeying Men, as not 
thinking their Statute confiftent with his Law; and 
that therefore he was but uſing the Divine Law Jawful- 
ly, when he gave it the Preference, And this Conſe- 
quence is applicable particularly tq Caſes wherein a 
an is asked Queſtions, in Diſcipline, concerning his 
Doctrine in the Preacher's Office; for as Diſcipline is 
'a Guard to Doctrine, ſo is ſound Doctrine a Guide 


and Touchſtone to Diſcipline. | 
The Papiſts, deſiring to lead Men whither they will, 
and affecting an abſolute Government ' of 'Conſcience, 


and Diſcipline, that ſo they may exerciſe an abſolute 


Authority, and act with a ſovereign Power. If this 
Affectation thereſore obtajn and prevail in Church- 


rulers of a Proteſtant Denomination, it ſeems to im- 


port, that they have ſome Ends to reach, ſome ſpeci- 


de- 


+ 
4 


440, By the — Manner of endea 


convince One's Judgment that the Statute i in 


mity to it, 
ce. gay, By a brotherly For- 
Hearance in thoſe Caſes wherein Cane en e 
be tend if that gan conſiſt with the Edification of 
the Church,in Things pertaining to Qrder and OEco- 
momy, t Cor. xiv. 26. — £4 6 Things bs di 
10 Edifping. 2 Cor. xi. 19 . ao ail Thi 
— — —.— c al or It was the 
e's Direction and Example to do all 

joy Peace is on them, Societies gr for Edifying 
Church, bas walk according - 421 Rake There 
Ambition doth not puſh Authority too far; there 2 
Spirit of Contradiction and Humour doth not reſiſt it 
there they that are { do bear with the lag. 
ties of them that are ; there the Weak are ready 
to liſten to the Realoning and Arguments of the 

; there they that are convinced are at no Bluſh 
to yie there they who cannot convince others, 
chat thernſelves are in the right, do not think Autho- 
rity baſed when they ſee them uſing or applying the 
Divine Law according to their 
Light; there the Cale of a weak is Colter 


tendetly 
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tenderly conſulted,and Allowancesare made for it; there 
they that are ſtronger in their intellectual Abilities to 
diſtifiguiſh and diſcern, are not rafhly cenſured or: con- 
demned by the Weak ; there he — hath Faith upon 
one Side of thoſe Queſtions of Order and OEcono- 
my, has it to himicl; and uſes it for the Church to 
- and there the Diſſent of them that dif- 
fer is admitted, and the Nonconformity of Diſſenters 
is excuſed ; there, and thus, notwithſtanding of this 
Difference, do Brethren dwell together in Unity, and 
how good and pleaſant a Thing is it to ſee it ſo! 
þ gd from the Lord a the Moun- 
ins of Zion; — the Lord commands the 
Boſh, even Life for evermors ; S 
ows and is multiplied, and the Church, 
ine and Diſcipline, is edified : The Pr 

of the Word profits, the Adminiſtration of 2 0 
nances is and proſperous ; the Prayers of the 
Church are not hindred, for they can agree to ask 
Thing on Earth; ick Miniſtrations in the 
2 iſters are ſatisſied to ſee their 
Maſter's dee 5 7. — 
People ; C Pe are a a Crown Ve- 
to their Paſtors, and both rejoice together: And 
us the Church, in her Diſci and Government, 
is terrible as an Army with Banners, wherein Mili- 
Diſcipline requires not the Weakly and Woun- 
to advance in the ſame Line with the Strong, but 
= bs +, — the Rear. Happy are the 
y is the People, when the Church 
Dio lh a 7 And thus the Law is uſed law- 


„ as 22 of A 


uthority 
a State - 

Civil Governments, and to expo: pos che Miley 
do Abuſes of the Law — by — — 


Eccleſiaſtical Authority greatly the Church, 
el Ke ling her Miniſters to the Þ Averſion, 


us binderio the Succeſs of the which 
. of ifliing Crokare, and nd 


of the 
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| paſts . Members of the 
| — . — 14 to an injurious or doubt. 
ſul and controvetted Act of an Becleſiaſtick Kind. 
r uſe tis contrary 


the 
well undone, — oing or not doin pom waar 
tends to Edification, in the promoting ſome 00d, or 
prevent: ſome Evil, 44 ; 
they, the Law is ſo good, and that Men 
have lo much abuſed it; How gracious is the Lord, 
828 wo iving us the Goſpel; and in beſtow- 
the » nlpe - —_ Jeſus Ch, as ws thy. End of 
br or Righteouſneſs to every one t ever h 
THANKS. THEREFORE BE UNTO GOD 
FOR. HIS UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. Remember 
the Law. of Moles, he Lord's Servant, wwhich he 
commande unto him in Horeb ; and ſo remember i 
as.to be excited to receive and embrace Him Who 1 
— ny ey Goſpel, nd. who: 3 dee 
not him who now 1 Ut. 
* 2.3. *% x. 28; 29, How, Atul are the A+ 
poſtle's Words, He that deſpiſed Moles Law died 
20ihour Mercy,  tmder two or three Witneſſes. 
how much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſnail be be 
2 worry, Tho hath troden under Foot the Son 
4 Receive him therefore, that none of 
Things may come upon you. Receive him with 
| pda, __ ; reqgful 2. De a — 12 not 
be pronounced againſt you, as is t 
that have broken the — and do alſo th Jeſp 0 bb the 
_ Goſpel,- Receive him becauſe oſ your Nees, and 
tis, Alfufficiency ; and Excellency; the the one urgeth, the 
other allures. How amiable is he, whom ye are-cal- 
Thin to embrace; and how awful and dreadful a 
hings threatned againſt them that refule! _ 
Recave him — with the 4p — of your 


Fr. with the ls of your am, vi - 
ez 25 


: * — * 
72), 
Pehemonce of your W a? wich the Vurmib and Bia 
vency of your Aſtections, wich the Delight and. Joy 
abe. | of your Hearts, with the Sau and Deſire of Your 
ind, Souls, with che wiſhful Cry of an awakned Conſt 


rar ence, under the deep Convidtions of a guilty N 
2.00 and with the utmolt Extent of your Capacich'e Ag 
L ceive him, as being ſo needy Creatures, and condem- 


ned Men; ſuch an Acceptation is he worthy of: But 
ſovereiga Grace only, in its Power, can make you 
able and willing to embrace this Chriſt, tho? tis out 
Office thus to call, Liſt up your Heads, O ye Gates, 
and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting Doors, that ib King 
of Glory may enter. Nec 

Worthy is he of an All acceptation, of hearty Em- 
braces, if we conſider him whole Son he is, and what 
Sinners we are, and what Sufferings we are liable to. 
He is the Son of the Bleſſed, and without him we 
are expoſed to the Curie: Without him we cabnot 
be happy; and in him, with him, we cannot be 
miſerable. Receive him, for the Law rejects you, 
or caſts and condemns you: Your own Hearts 
condem you, the World often condemns: you, 


dee and we often condemn one another: But He that be- 
Ws | Jievet# on him, is not coudemned, John iii, 18. He is 
, 2 doubtleſs juſtified, and will be glorified ; the Act of 


Grace will be publickly intimated, 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
The Ranſomed of the Lord, ſays the Apoſtle, will be 
Ae in dhe Time; and then they will b {6 full of 
7 1 Grace in its Glory, as that it will nor 
x pd that ever they once broke the Law, that ever 
they ance finned or fuftered any Ailment, or ſorrowed, 
or that ever they were put to the Bluſh or aſhamed. 
The Church is to be preſented wwithour Spot or Vrin, 
kle, or any ſuch Thing: And alcho' it does not yer aps 
peur what the Believer in Chriſt i] be, yet we are 
aſſured of a Likeneſs to him, 1 Fob: iii. a. And the 
Spirit deſoribes the Church as gibrious wirbin already, 
as having 'a Conformity in Part to bim; as being, 
tho*-invikbly; in Union with him; and as being belo- 
ved, waſhed, and inhabiced 7 bim, wathed in his 8 
2230 | h * an 
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I. $15, Which is Chriſt in you the 


Fiend or abrogate them; for Expetience ſhows, that 


and inhabited by his Spirit, ubm xv. 5. E * 
4 
| hy, If a Man's uſing the Law unlawfully, make 
that which is good in itlelf, bad to him, as expoſin 
bim to the Penalty; Tis yet a more lamentable Cal 
when a Church or Nation do fo, or when a Society d 
ſo, whether Civil or Sacred, greater or leſs; becauſ 
their Influence and Power is uſually greater than that o 
a particular Man in a private Station of Life : Their Ex 
le is more inſecting, the Injury is more univerſal 
— pet Guilt more aggravated. 
8:þ4y, If the Divine Law, which is holy, juſt an. 
good, may be eventually abuſed, or happen to b 
unlawfully uſed ; then, what a Miſery is it to Mankind 
when Iniquity is eſtabliſhed by a Law, or committe« 
by a Deciſion form'd upon it? 
(3: When Iniquity is eſtabliſhed by a Law, ſuch at 
evil Tree cannot bring forth good Fruit; It is one © 
the greateſt Evils under the Sun, bein 


g Iniquity it 
Practice on the Part of the Legiſlators and ta uit) 


delivered in Precept or Command to thoſe to w 
Juch a Law is directed, or on whom it is impoſed. I 


| itisan aggravated Sin to teach Iniquity by Doctrine " 


Example, tis yet worſe to command it: For he whe 
commands to do Iniquity or Injuſtice, both commits it 
and recommends it; and, under a Pretence of Equit) 
or Goodneſs, does what he can to compel Men to it 


This was the infamous Character of Jeroboam, Thai 


de made Iſrael to ſin; and of Nebucabnezzar, in th 


Law of worſhipping the Golden Image; and of Pha 


gaoh, in the Law of drowning the Male-children ; 
And, ſeeing bad Laws are fo defaming to States, let al 
take Care not to commit ſuch Iniquity, who are Over: 
Jeers of a Church, 


From the Juſtneſs of the laſt Conſequence, it fol. 


lows, That, if a King or any of his Royal Predeceſſors, 
25 Church or Commonwealth, if NN ol 
£egillature have at any Time made bad Laws, the beſt 


Uſe that can be made of them is, to repeal them, re- 
ſuch 


: 1 
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 fuch Laws do leave a Cloud and Darkneſs upon de 
Tear that gave fhem Birth; and conſequently a Light 
ſhines upon the Memory of that Period at which 
they were aboliſhed by a Repeal. 
75 When Iniquity is eſtabliſnel by a Law, the EG 
fe is, Iniquity committed by Decſions; and that a+ 
gain is followed with unjuſt Suits or Claims, when Men 
| imagine they can make any Benefit by ſuch a Law in 
| a Way of Declarator or new Deciſon; for, to have 
apparent Authority on One's Side in ſinning, becomes 
an Incentive and ſtrong Temptation o ſin. 
I may conclude this with a Refletion on two Say- 
ings of Seneca's. * 

The one was in a Way of Comylaint or Regret, 
That, in his Day, a Man might x rob onthe 
Bench, as readily as on the High-way. 

"The ſecond was, That the prion of the preſent 
Times or Age, is the general Complain of all Tunes, 
or every Age. | | 

The one of theſe Sayings is a lively Expreſſion of 
the Calamity of a People * Injuſtice prevais, or, 
as the Prophet has it, when Truth 1s fallen m the 
Street, and Equity cannot enter, Tha. lix. 14. 
The other Saying expreſſes how fmartful and pains 
ing a Senſe, Injuſtice, Corruption and Degeneracy of 
Manners gives to Mankind, and how much abounding 
Iniquity makes Men cemplain of one another ; but 
particularly, judicial Injuries make a National Outcry, 
when the Law is not ned lawfully. 

But I am not of an Opinion with that Philcſopher, 
when he ſeems to think, That the Wickedneſi of the 
World is always the ſame in Degree; holding it, on the 
Matter, as balanced by an Equality of Increaſe and De- 
creaſe in different Places. 1 

So, having done ſor the Time with that Moraliſt, 
1 80 to > — . Diſcourſe oth the 3 
an infinitely brighter Light, which Pings in 4 487 
Place, and mos us, 12 the old World waxed worle 
and worſe, till the Flood came: That the Iniquity of 
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Thet the preſent Gereration has its Iniquities aggrava- 
ted with an Abuſe of a!l the. Long-ſuftering of Gad ta 
Mankind in former Ages, upon the one Hand; and al- 
{ with a Neglect d the former Warnings given them 


* 


by che Rod, on the other Hand. | 8 
As alſo it notifie tha: Scarcity or Penury of Faith, 
the Fewneſs of Blicvers, the Multitude of Infidels, 
the Hardaeks of Mus Herts, and an univerſal Forget- 
ſulneſs of God, wil, in he laſt Age, put an End to 
the World, and, in a Way of Þrovocation, bring on 
- the Judgment of he great Day, AMazth. xxiv. 38, 30. 
Luke xvii. 8. * 
And che Apolle Paul, by his Example, has taught 
Men tc acknovledge themielves che chief of Sinners: 
And, we are chief Sinners, may Grace be given us to 
| lee t the only and allufticient Saviour, for the Benefit of 
kis \igticcouſnels; and, ior the Sake thereof, may the 
Locd 6197 078 che Iniquity of o Land in one Day. 
Unis i one {awgtver, ani to the one Mediator 
vet wink Go and Men, aud to the Holy Ghoſt the 
Comorter, ir: the Unity of the Goabead, be Honour, 
Bleſſing and Hraiſe, Adoration and { hankſgiving, in 
the Church for ever. Amen, | 
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ine laſt, for Athenian, read of” Rhodes, 


